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Washington, DC  — President Barack Obama is moving at a historic pace to
try to diversify the nation’s federal judiciary: Nearly three of every four
people he has gotten confirmed to the federal bench are women or minorities.
He is the first president who hasn’t selected a majority of white males for
lifetime judgeships.

More than 70 percent of Obama’s confirmed judicial nominees during his
first two years were “non-traditional,” or nominees who were not white
males. That far exceeds the percentages in the two-term administrations of
Bill Clinton (48.1 percent) and George W. Bush (32.9 percent), according to
Sheldon Goldman, author of the authoritative book “Picking Federal Judges.” 

“It is an absolutely remarkable diversity achievement,” said Goldman, a
political science professor at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst,
who is only counting judges once, even if they fit more than one category.
The White House recently has been touting its efforts to diversify the federal
bench during Obama’s tenure, now approaching three years in office.

The president won Senate confirmation of the first Latina to the Supreme
Court, Justice Sonia Sotomayor. And with the confirmation of Justice Elena
Kagan, he increased the number of women on the high court to three for the
first time. The Obama administration also nominated and won confirmation
of the first openly gay man to a federal judgeship: former Clinton
administration official J. Paul Oetken, to an opening in New York City.

“All of us can be proud of President Obama for taking this critical step to
break down another barrier and increase diversity in the federal judiciary,”
Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said
upon Oetken’s confirmation. The first openly homosexual federal judge was
Deborah A. Batts in New York City, a lesbian nominated by Clinton in 1994.

Of the 98 Obama nominees confirmed to date, the administration says 21
percent are African-American, 11 percent are Hispanic, 7 percent are Asian-
American and almost half - 47 percent - are women. By comparison, of the
322 judges confirmed during George W. Bush’s presidency, 18 percent were
minorities and 22 percent were female. Of the 372 judges confirmed during
Clinton’s terms, 25 percent were minorities and 29 percent were women. In
these figures, some judges fit into more than one category.

Last week, the Senate confirmed the first African-American woman to sit on
the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati, Bernice Donald. Earlier,
she was the first African-American woman elected as a judge in Tennessee,
the first appointed as federal bankruptcy judge in the nation and first
confirmed as a U.S. district judge in Tennessee.

Obama also has doubled the number of Asian-Americans sitting on the
federal bench, including adding Denny Chin to the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in New York as the only active Asian federal appeals court judge.
There currently are 14 Asian-American federal judges on the 810-judge
roster.

“It’s really amazing,” said Carl Tobias, a law professor at the University of
Richmond who wrote about the increasing diversity on the federal bench
during Obama’s administration in an article in the Washington University
Law Review. “Obama has nominated as many as were sitting on the bench
when he was inaugurated.”

For more than 140 years, there were no females or minorities among the
nation’s federal judges. The first female federal appellate judge was Florence
Allen, who gained her seat on the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 1934.

70% of Judges Selected 
By President Obama are

Minorities or Women 

The first female U.S. District Court judge was Burnita Shelton Matthews,
who took the bench in Washington, D.C., in 1950. William Henry Hastie Jr.
was the first African-American U.S. District Court judge, sitting in the Virgin
Islands in 1937 before being elevated to the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in 1949.

Reynaldo G. Garza became the first Hispanic federal judge when he was
appointed to the U.S. District Court in Texas in 1961, and Herbert Choy
became the first Asian-American federal judge when he was appointed to the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 1971.

Thurgood Marshall became the first African-American to serve on the
Supreme Court in 1967, and Sandra Day O’Connor was the first woman to
be elevated to the nation’s highest court in 1981. I think it’s always good to
have diverse perspectives, whether it’s gender, sexuality or ideology,” Tobias
said.

Those who track diversity on the federal bench are pleased with Obama’s
progress so far but want more voices from all of America’s communities in
the federal courts. Obama has nominated three other openly gay judicial
nominees, as well as what would be the only active Native American on the
federal bench, if Arvo Mikkanen is confirmed to a federal judgeship in
Oklahoma.

“The more diverse the courts, the more confidence people have in our judicial
system,” said Nan Aron of the liberal Alliance for Justice. “Having a diverse
judiciary also enriches the decision-making process.” The makeup of the
federal bench could be a major issue during the Senate, House and
presidential elections in 2012.

Obama basically has until the end of this year to get as many of his judicial
nominees confirmed as possible, because it is unlikely that a highly partisan
Senate will confirm many judges with a presidential election looming in
November 2012. According to the Federal Judicial Center, there are 94
vacancies in the federal courts, with 55 nominees awaiting Senate action.

“Once we get into an election year â€¦ things always slow down, both because
people’s attention is in other places and also because the party out of power
thinks, ‘If I can just keep this vacancy open for another year, maybe my
president will fill it,’” said Curt Levey, head of the conservative Committee
for Justice, in an interview on “PBS NewsHour.”

With cases on Obama’s health care plan, the military’s “don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy and gay marriage expected to reach the Supreme Court in the future,
judicial selection will be front and center for Obama and the eventual
Republican nominee, Aron said. “The court will be a central issue,” Aron
said. “It will be in people’s minds when they go into the ballot box.”

President Obama and Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor
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HARP Overhaul to Address the
Needs of Struggling Homeowners
By Keith Loria
Guest Columnist

President Barack Obama’s administration recently launched a new plan designed
to help struggling homeowners refinance underwater mortgage loans at today’s
historically low interest rates. On October 24, President Obama announced that the
government’s Home Affordable Refinance Program (HARP) was being modified
to make refinancing at these current low interest rates easier for borrowers, in
hopes of saving Americans thousands of dollars a year.

The real estate industry has had mixed reaction to the plan, with some
praising the initiative while others say it doesn’t go far enough.
“Over the past two years, we’ve already taken some steps to help
folks refinance their mortgages,” Obama announced, listing a series
of measures his administration had enacted. “But we can do more.”

Obama’s new plan calls for a sweeping overhaul of the 2-and-a-half-year-old HARP program, easing rules and
reducing fees. The revisions include lifting a ceiling that barred participation by borrowers who owed more than 125%
of the value of their homes, and using a controversial modeling method to replace costly appraisals that are among the
fees that have kept some homeowners from refinancing.

The HARP program cuts red tape, gives banks an incentive to participate and lowers the usual fees paid for
refinancing. It also encourages borrowers to switch from 30-year mortgages to those of shorter durations, which would
reduce the overall risk for Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac loans.

Currently, Americans hold about 11 million underwater mortgages, where the loan amount exceeds the home value.
However, only a fraction of those will qualify for refinancing under the new plan. Those eligible include homeowners
who have kept up their loan payments for at least six months, have loans guaranteed by the housing agencies and owe
more than 125% of their home’s value.

Many analysts are uncertain as to whether this will solve the problem since the program won’t help the 3.5 million
borrowers who are seriously delinquent on their loans or are already in default. “It’s a step forward, but what we need
is a leap forward,” said John Taylor, president of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition, an association of
organizations that promote access to affordable housing.

Terry Green, a broker with Allied Mortgage Corporation in Annandale, Va., and the President of the National Lenders
Alliance is critical of the changes. “The housing market should seek its own bottom and it will repair itself,” he said.
“Every time the government gets involved and intervenes, all it does is delay the ultimate repair of the housing market.
I think it’s a bad move.” Still, the plan could help one to two million people get significantly lower monthly payments
in hopes of stabilizing the real estate market. 

The President himself acknowledged that this latest proposal will not do all that’s needed to get the housing market
back on its feet, but he believes it will help. “These are important steps that will help more homeowners refinance at
lower rates, enable consumers to save money and help get folks spending again,” Obama said.

For more information about HARP, contact our office today.

Priscilla Johnson
Real Estate Professional

Jacksonville, Ponte Vedra Beach,
Nocatee, Florida * (904) 553-2706

www.pjohnson.prudentialnetworkrealty.com 
Priscilla.johnson@prunet.com
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We need more brilliant minded people thinking to make this world a
better place. Being intelligent stopped being fashionable many years
ago. Replaced with the crackliest joke and ultimate insult, the smart
kid became the target of ridicule and the American Media focused and
invested in the silliest comic and most ridiculous sitcom. Thus began
the downward slid to the dumbing of American and we wonder why
our children don’t graduated and wear their pants off their butts.

Hope came with the electing of an intelligent Black man as President
of the United States of American. All people regardless of race or
color for a moment sought to raise their intellectual propensity.
However, that too has come to an end ruined the same way of old…
the destruction of the smart guy with jokes, slanders, and ridicule,
making the seat of intelligence a place of destitute that is detrimental
for anyone to desire. 

The world needs you to be brilliant. You were born with certain
greatness only you can provide for the improvement of society.
Ignore the nay-sayers and the critics; good always wins out in the end.
You may feel time has past you by because of your delay in launching
that product, ideal, and/or concept that lies within you, however, your
life has been preserved and humanity still yearns. 

Jessie Jackson is famous for saying “If your mind can Conceive It,
and your heart can Believe It, then you can Achieve It.” These were
inspiration words to me in my developmental years. Words we need
to share not only with our youth but also our adults who have shaded
their lamps, buried their talents, and failed to place the seeds of their
minds in good soil. What is in you is equal to or greater than the
Kellogg’s Variety Pack Cereal Box. What is in you can make all the
different in the lives of people all over the world and for generations
to come.

I remember growing up as a child that one of my greatest joys,
strangely enough, was Kellogg’s Variety Pack Cereal. This was a
collection of the many different types of cereals Kellogg offered in
miniature single serving boxes. What this meant to me growing up in
a family of seven siblings was instead of the debate over what type of
cereal to buy and the risk of coming to the table too late and the cereal
is already eaten - I could chose my own type of cereal and it was
mine, there waiting for me when I decided to eat. What a creation! It
cost a little more than the standard box of cereal, but it was worth the
extra cost.

Even more special about the Kellogg’s Variety Pack Cereal was that
the individual boxes were perforated on the back so you could cut the
box open in a manner that allowed you to eat your cereal out of the
box. You didn’t have to use a bowl… you could pour your milk in the
box and eat your cereal out of the box.

Some brilliant mind came up with this phenomenal ideal. What it did
for me as a child was in the mist of perpetual collective bargaining, I
became an individual with personal choice and the ability to develop
my own personal taste. Too shame businesses are not as innovative as
they were back in the day. Products were made not only to sell for a
profit, but to also enhance the overall lives of its consumers. People
used their minds for good and society was good for everyone. 

This is not the case today. Very little wholesomeness in found in our
foods and products. Even more shameful is how the marketing of
these commodities on television, radio and the internet is done with
the most paramount asinine behaviors, attacking the moral fiber of
everything we hold of high value in society… in other words –
commercials today are just downright foolishness. Trash in – trash
out has become our culture.

NOW is Your Place in Time





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


