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hen Debra Ashley was a little girl, a voice inside said that
she’d grow up to be something special, that she would sing.
Debra dismissed the idea as a girlish dream and it wasn’t until
more than thirty years later, when her singing moved family and friends to
tears at her fortieth birthday party, that Ashley finally listened to that voice.
After two years of writing her own songs and working with producers in
Florida and Georgia, Ashley makes her gospel music debut on Angel
Calling Entertainment, distributed through Angel Calling
Entertainment, LLC. Visit www.debraashley.com, to purchase CD.

This personal and moving collection is tangible evidence of
Ashley’s faith and persistence. She wrote all ten tracks on Keep
The Faith, though she had no experience as a songwriter.
“All the credit goes to God. It came from Him. It came so
natural –– that’s how I know it wasn’t me,” says Ashley,
who sat down and prayed before each writing session. The
idea fits in perfectly with what Ashley feels is her mission. “I
am here to spread God’s word through my music,” says the wife and mother of three. “The only thing that I know is to reach out
to the ones who are spiritually lost in this world, who don’t know God, who don’t know that he is real.”
Being lost and finding the way to God is a journey the Florida-based singer knows intimately. After
growing up in the church in her hometown of Fort Walton Beach, Florida, Ashley and her husband,
Roy, wandered without spiritual direction during nearly a decade spent in California. Then, in 1993,
the couple and their family returned to their hometown and to the church. It was there as a member of the choir that Ashley began to listen again to the voice from her childhood, telling her to sing.
In 2002, armed with her divinely inspired songs, Ashley worked with several Florida producers
before finding her way to Atlanta’s Real Deal Entertainment –– boxer Evander Holyfield’s production company. Real Deal provided the polish the project needed and the result is a debut release that
see DEBRA ASHLEY page 26
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Missing: Have
you seen
this Man?
By Pastor Leon R. Bing
This man is missing from his home, his community, his
church, and from his rightful place in Christ!
We must identify this man, but first let me say this. This
man may have been seen in your home, community and
church, but in some homes he is missing! This man is a
man after God’s own heart! He is the priest of his home.
He is a leader in his community. There are certain qualities
that make him earn and demand respect from the young
men in his community. He has standards that speak well of
him, in fact, without saying a word he establishes himself
as a God fearing leader both in his home and community.
This man does not sit back and watch his children take
over the authority in his home. This man does not allow his
wife to have to deal with situations that is out of her realm
of responsibility. When there is a need in the home, this
man does whatever it takes (legally), to meet that need. In
his community, this man not only watches over his house,
but he guards his neighbor’s house as well. No one or
nothing will happen on his street that will bring destruction or shame to his neighbors. (And this works well when
there are several men of like mind and character on the
same street)!
When we take a closer look at this man we find that he has
unique standards. This man is one who has daily communication with God. He is a praying man! This man is
forever reading the Word of God, and sharing God’s Word
with others. This man is a living example of the Fruit of
the Spirit as he exemplifies the Fruit of the Spirit in his
daily walk.
When you see this man you just say wow! Not because of
the “bling-bling”, but because he is not a robber of God’s
tithes and offering. Therefore, he is blessed beyond that
which he could ask or think. He is wise when it comes to
finances. He does not have to take every dollar earned and
blow it on the first thing his emotional flesh desires. He’s
not trying to keep up with the Jones, but is establishing his
own name in the community.

This man is not missing in
action in his church. No, he
is a leader, and in most
cases, he does not have a
title in his church, he is just
a leader! The young men
see him and try to fit their
life’s pattern after him. And
he gives hope to the women
in the church that there are
still good men in the church and community. That alone
stops the confusion in the minds of our young ladies who
think that they can only be happy with another lady. And
yes, this man can help the confused minds of some men
who have lost touch with reality and have engaged in relationship with other men.
Yes, the importance of this man in our community is vital
if we are to overcome the dark days we are seeing in the
land. Because this man is missing, a terrible crime wave
has hit this community. Because this man is missing, we
are racking our brains to try and come up with solutions to
this problem. But I strongly believe that if we can bring
back this man, we can make a difference in our homes,
community, and church. You see, the more praying men
that can come together for a righteous cause, the more we
can bring back stable homes, stable communities, and stable churches.
Why do I say stable churches, because many churches are
filled with dysfunctional families. Because we have families where children are having so many social issues
mainly due to the fact that there is a man missing somewhere in their lives. Families where there is a wife and/or
mother who is trying to handle the role of the man and
woman at the same time.
This man that is missing is not that far away, we can find
him. I believe that he is trapped in that body of shame and
despair. He can be freed if we offer encouragement to him.
In many cases it is going to take a lot of encouragement,
but we can do it! Let’s start lifting up our brothers and continue to pray for them. It is not over, Satan has not won,
and he will not win!
Galatians 6:1
Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness;
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.
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Find more money to save
for your financial goals
Many of us have difficulty saving for future financial goals when
the allure of things we want today is so strong. Yet, there are
ways you can train yourself to put money away for your future
goals, even if you think money is tight today.
Detail every dime you spend over a month. You may be surprised
to learn that a bunch of small purchases for things you can do without add up quickly over time. For example, do you need a designer
cup of coffee on your way to work or can you make your own and put
it in a thermos? How about those newspapers you buy at work each
day and never get around to reading? Do you really need to eat out at
a restaurant twice a week? These and other cutbacks can save you
hundreds of dollars per month.
Detail your major expenses over a
year or two. Did you really need the
$3,000 plasma television or other
new technological toys? Could
you have driven to that vacation
300 miles away instead of taking
a plane?

Lestine Ford
Exclusive Agent
I’m here to help you make every day count.
As a Personal Financial Representative,
I’m committed to helping customers like
you achieve your financial goals and protect your loved ones. Together we can
develop a plan that will help assure that the
things you expect to happen, will.

Keep track of how you can reduce
your current bills. In recent years, many
people have refinanced their mortgages to
lower payments. Evaluate all other loans for cost cutting
opportunities, including student and car loans.
Spend more to save more. This sounds contradictory, but it
isn’t. Energy-efficient appliances can cost you more, but save
much more on energy costs over the long term. Even smaller purchases, like energy-efficient light bulbs, can save you money over
time. Value isn’t always the cheapest initial price.

3030 Hartley Road, Suite 350
Jacksonville, Florida 32257

(904) 260-4624 Jacksonville
(352) 337-6057 Gainesville
lestineford@allstate.com
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FROM GOD’S CORNER

“DID YOU LOSE WHAT
YOU HAD TRYING TO
GET WHAT YOU GOT?”
By Aundra Bryant
Tallahassee, Florida

The Rev. B. W. Smith who gained great notoriety for his insightful sermon “Watch Them Dogs” also recorded another sermon shortly after
entitled “Did You Lose What You Had, Trying To Get What You’ve
Got?” As I thought about that particular message my mind went into
reverse and I thought about Ananias and Sapphira in the Book of Acts,
Chapter 5 verses 1 - 2 which says “Now a man named Ananias,
together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. With his
wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself but
brought the rest and put it at the apostle’s feet.” I am sure that you
know the rest of the story, Ananias lied to the apostles and he fell dead.
However, this is not the end of the story, three hours later, the apostles
asked Sapphira about the money that they had sold the land for and she
too lied and dropped dead.
There are three things that I think we can lose in our attempt to grasp
after material things. Firstly, we can lose God’s faithfulness in us.
Please don’t misunderstand, I am all about going higher in the Lord
and I feel that we should strive to get all that the Lord has for us but in
our striving we have to be careful. I have seen people in the body of
Christ who were so diligent and faithful until the Lord bless them with
better jobs, homes and educational opportunities but now the only way
you can get them to church is like I heard a preacher say “put them in
a gun and shoot them there”. So we don’t want to lose God’s faithfulness in us as we travel this tedious journey.
Secondly, if you recall the apostles did not tell Sapphira what had happened to Ananias when they questioned her, she gave the same reply
as Ananias did. We don’t want to lose the trust and integrity others
have in us. It doesn’t matter if you are a democrat, republican or independent, you need to tell the truth and abide by the Book of Micah,
sixth chapter and eight verse says “He has shown you 0 man what is
good and what the Lord requires of you but to do just, love mercy and
walk humbly with thy God”. This should be the platform of every person including those running for public office.
Finally, even in 2006 we as members of the body of Christ cannot
afford to lose sight that God has three attributes of power. He is omniscient because he knows everything, he is omnipresent because he is
everywhere at the same time and he is omnipotent because he has all
power in his hand. As we close this particular lesson today, let us

remember the words of the great gospel tune “You can’t beat God’s
giving no matter how you try. Just as sure as you are living and the
Lord is in heaven on high, the more you give, the more he gives to you,
just keep on giving because it’s really true”. Brothers and sisters let us
remember our time, talent and treasures all belong to God.
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Standing left to right:
Courtney Robinson, Arthur Hoyle,
Roland Lawrence,
Amy Hall, Sabrina Carter
Sitting left to right:
A.P. Williams, Lloyd Carter

Commercial and Non Profit Finance
Lloyd Carter, President

YOUR COMMERCIAL AND
CHURCH FINANCE EXPERTS
• Capital Stewardship Campaign
Consultation & Finance
• Non Recourse Finance
• Mezzanine
• Bridge Capital
• Bond Programs

•
•
•
•
•
•

Long Term Fixed Rate Programs
Land Acquisition and Development
Hard Money
Construction
Refinance Rate & Term
Refinance Cash Out

4741 Atlantic Blvd., Ste. C • Jacksonville, Florida 32207

(904) 398-7420 phone • (904) 398-7421 fax
w w w. c a r t e r c o r p o r a t i o n . n e t

We Invest In SPICES Because
We Respect Your Taste Buds.
Dine In & Take-Out • Catering For All Occasions

Sample Menu
Chicken

Seafood

Beef

Curried Chicken
Jerk Chicken
Brown Stew Chicken
Jerk Chicken Wings
Jerk Chicken Wrap
Crispy Jerk Wrap
Chicken Fingers
(served w/french fries)
Jerk Chicken Salad

Shrimp
(Curried, Jerked, or
Brown Stewed)
Red Snapper
(Jerked, Steamed, Grilled,
Brown Stewed, or Curried)
King Fish
(Jerked, Steamed, Grilled,
Brown Stewed, or Curried)
Conch Fritters

Oxtails
Pepper Steak

Other Meats
Curried Goat
Jerk Ribs

Patties
Beef
Jerk Chicken
Vegetable

Sides

(904) 766-0009
Fax (904) 766-9066
www.ultimatedancewear.com

Mon.-Fri. 11am-7pm • Sat. 10am-6pm
9560-3 Lem Turner Rd. • Jacksonville

Rice n Peas (Red Beans n Rice), Yellow Rice, White Rice, Roti, Fried Plantains,
Cornbread, Mixed Vegetables, Steamed Cabbage, Oka (extra), House Salad
*Menu Items are subject to availability

Mon.-Fri. 11am-8pm • Sat. 11am-10pm

1319 Rogero Road (Across from Bruce Park)

904-744-0660
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The African American Cultural Society (AACS)
To Celebrate 15th Anniversary In Grand Style
The African American Cultural Society (AACS) is planning to celebrate its 15th Anniversary on Sunday, October 15, 2006. This major
event includes a featured program at Flagler Auditorium and a VIP
reception at the African American Cultural Center, located in Palm
Coast.
The keynote speaker and national
honoree is Dr. Howard Dodson, Director
of The Schomburg Center for Research
in Black Culture, an affiliate of the New
York Public Library system. Dr.
Dodson is a specialist in AfricanAmerican history and a noted lecturer,
educator and consultant.
This fund-raising event is twofold: a
program at Flagler Auditorium at 2:00
p.m. featuring Dr. Dodson, other community
honorees,
and
the
Bethune-Cookman Concert Chorale. A Dr. Howard Dodson
reception will take place at 5:00 p.m. at
the AACS Center showcasing the Bethune-Cookman Jazz Combo.
. This celebration of the African American Cultural Society (AACS)
promises to be the highlight of the season with the presentation of
awards to honorees for their accomplishments in community, county
government, business, education, the arts, and sports.
Distinguished honoree Jim Darby, a mainstay to the AACS since its
inception, has been selected to receive the County Award. Mr. Darby,
a Flagler County Commissioner in District 3 since 1992, has been
Chairman of the Board of Commissioners since 1993.
The Business Award is being presented to long-time AACS member
Joseph Newman, Senior Executive of Edward Jones Investments.
Known as a terrific businessman and a financial wizard, Mr. Newman
oversees the retirement funds and revenues of many Flagler County
residents.
Dr. Trudie Kibbe-Reed, President of Bethune-Cookman College, will
be the recipient of the Education Award for her many endeavors and
accomplishments in the field of education.
Business giants Bank of America, Wachovia, and the Flagler County
Chamber of Commerce will each be presented the Community Award
for their outstanding service to the community. Accepting these awards
are: Samuel A. Willett, President, Bank of America in Volusia, Flagler
and Putnam Counties; Michael D. Jackson, President, Wachovia Bank,
Volusia/Flagler area, and Tom Lawrence, President, Flagler County
Chamber of Commerce.
Arts Award recipient Dr. Rebecca W. Steele, Director of the BethuneCookman Concert Chorale Program, serves as Professor of Music at
Bethune-Cookman College. Dr. Steele has earned the respect of faculty and students for her leadership, knowledge and talent.
The Ritz Theater and LaVilla Museum represents the past, the present
and all that was good and is good in African-American history in

Florida and the United States. The theater, built in Jacksonville in
1929, was rebuilt, restored and enhanced with the museum in 1998.
Carol J. Alexander, Executive Director, will receive the Cultural Arts
Award on behalf of the Ritz Theater and LaVilla Museum.
The Sports Award honoree, Rashean Mathis, is a young, native
Floridian - a graduate of Bethune-Cookman College - and a cornerback for the Jacksonville Jaquars. He was selected because he
personifies all that is good in our youth and also because he is a local
young man from our community.
The AACS Founders’ Awards will be presented to some of the honorees, who had a vision for the AACS 15 years ago. The honorees are:
James M. Sharpe, Jr., Jeannette Smith, Richard Bethel and Lorenzo
Jones, and deceased member Willis B. Wilson (Emma B. Wilson).
Being honored posthumously are the late AACS members and supporters, who contributed much to the organization: The Honorable
Ralph Carter, Palm Coast City Councilman and Democratic Chairman;
The Honorable Charles W. Cherry, Sr., Daytona Beach City
Commissioner, President, Volusia NAACP, and “Daytona Times”
owner and publisher; and The Honorable Shirley Chisholm, the first
African-American Congresswoman, who represented New York’s 12th
Congressional District, and the first woman to announce her candidacy
for President of the United States.
For ticket information, call (386) 437-7547 or toll free
1- (866) 352-4537. Contact: Jeroline D. McCarthy (386) 437-5142
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H.O.P.E., Inc.
of Jacksonville
Annual Donation Drive
Helping Others Prepare for Empowerment is what H. O. P. E.,
Inc. of Jacksonville is committed to doing. Through our many
focuses we are making great strides in providing quality services
to citizens of Duval and Adjacent Counties. We are committed
to providing all our services at no cost to participants, although it
is a constant struggle to find the dollars to do so.
H. O. P. E., Inc. of Jacksonville currently provides:
* General Education Development (G. E. D.) Monday Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m.
* Senior Computer Training for seniors 60 years and older.
Registration for next class is now being accepted.
* Second Chance is a program designed to help men and women
released form incarceration re-adjust back into society and
become productive citizens.
* Elite Ladies of and Distinguish Men of HOPE are two mentoring programs that provide positive leadership and motivation to
youths 13-17 years of age.
* Annual Health Fair; Financial Workshop –Educational &
Health seminars; Back to School Supplies Give-Away; and more.
* Culture Connection is a program designed to help everyone
understand the importance of diversity in the world today.
* Empowering Youth Summer Work Program – designed to
decrease the amount of juvenile crimes and arrests in Duval
County, by providing students (ages 15-18) with job education,
positive life & workforce skills, and job placement during the
summer.
You may call (904) 766-7862 for more information regarding
any of the above services.
All quality nonprofit organizations need financial resources to
help achieve their goals. Your contribution is, and always has
been, critical to our success. Think about it. Then take out your
checkbook; write us the largest tax deductible check you can; and
mail to: H. O. P. E., Inc. of Jacksonville, 435 Clark Road Suite
614, Jacksonville, Florida 32218. Your generosity will be recognized in our next newsletter.

Thank You
For Helping Us
Help Others Prepare
for Empowerment
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First New Zion
Missionary Baptist Church
will Celebrate the Man of God,
Reverend Dr. James B. Sampson
for 21 Years of Strong
Leadership and Spiritual
Guidance.
We will celebrate by thanking God for the man of God
with an Appreciation Banquet on Saturday, November 4,
2006 @ 5:00 p.m., at Philippian Multi-purpose Center,
7540 New Kings Road, Jacksonville, FL.
The public is coridally invited to help us show Pastor
Sampson and his family just how much we appreciate his
leadership, dedication, sacrifices, and spiritual guidance he
has given to us during the past 21 years.
Come and help make this celebration one that Dr. Sampson
will never forget. A ticket is only $35.00 per person. To
reserve your presence and to obtain more information,
please call (904) 765-3111. Look forward to seeing you
there!
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THREE MO’ TENORS TO GIVE AN ENCORE PERFORMANCE AT
THE URBAN LEAGUE’S ANNUAL CULTURAL BENEFIT EVENT
year, we have extended the program to
include a Masquerade Ball with a
‘Phantom Of The Opera’ theme right
after the Three Mo’ Tenor performance,
where the party will go on till
midnight.”

life, including elected officials, business
executives, philanthropists and other
professionals.

Whereas last year’s benefit
saw the Urban League give
part of the event’s proceeds to
some victims of Hurricane
Katrina, this year’s Cultural
Benefit Event’s tag line is
‘Make Art Not War’ aimed at
addressing the ever alarming
incidents of violence in the
communities we serve.

E. Lance McCarthy, Ph.D
President/CEO
Metropolitan Orlando Urban League

Last year’s astounding success of The
Metropolitan Orlando Urban League’s
Annual Cultural Benefit Event, A Night
At The Opera featuring the celebrated
African American trio - the Three Mo’
Tenors - has called for an encore performance, which already promises to be
even grander.
This highly anticipated encore performance, to which a Masquerade Ball
has been added following the show, is
scheduled for Saturday, October 28,
2006 at the Linda W. Chapin Theater in
the West Concourse of the Orange
C o u n t y C o nv e n t i o n C e n t e r o n
International Drive.
Dr. E. Lance McCarthy, President
and CEO of the Metropolitan
Orlando Urban League says that
guests had such a good time at
the last event that even after
the two-hour performance,
they still wanted the party
to go on. “Here we were
at 10PM after the show
with thousands of people
in tuxedos and gowns
saying it was too early
to go home! So this

To this end, the Urban League
is partnering with a number of
community organizations to
afford hundreds of central Florida youth
the opportunity to experience A Night At
The Opera, which will expose them to
broader musical styles. Invitations are
still open for organizations wishing to
help make this possible; please call Lena
Graham on 407-841-7654 ext. 312 for
more information.
“This is all part of our mission. Whether
we are pushing for social entrepreneurship, better paying jobs or promoting the
arts, our goal is to help minorities in
Central Florida improve their conditions
and standard of living.”
At last year’s event, the Urban League
honored three outstanding African
Ameri-can CEO’s who had made a significant contribution to the local
economy. The glitzy event was attended
by over 2,600 people from all walks of

About Three Mo’ Tenors
The Three Mo’ Tenors are men who have
developed a musical repertoire with
extraordinary breadth. Like Olympic
decathlon athletes, these classically
trained, multi-talented operatic tenors
can do it all! They have mastered not
only operatic music, but jazz, gospel,
soul, spirituals, new school, Broadway
and the blues as well.
This trio was conceived and directed by
Broadway director/choreographer Marion
J. Caffey, who began his career as a songand-dance man in New York City. He has
performed on and off Broadway and
throughout the U.S. and the world, including in the acclaimed Off-Broadway and
national tour of the award-winning Jelly
Roll: The Music and the Man.

About the Metropolitan Orlando Urban League

The Metropolitan Orlando Urban League is one of 100 affiliates of the National Urban League,
which is the largest and oldest community-based organization in the U.S.A serving 2 million
persons annually. The affiliate, which has been providing services to central Floridians for 27
years, has served about 300,000 persons in the areas of housing, workforce development and
youth. The Metropolitan Orlando Urban League is a 501(c) 3 organization.
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A Night at the Opera
An Encore Performance

Annual Black Tie
Benefit Gala featuring

Saturday, October 28, 2006 – 7:30pm
Linda W. Chapin Theatre
Orange County Convention Center • West Concourse
Tickets: Balcony – $50.00 • Orchestra Side/Rear – $75.00
Orchestra/Center – $100.00 (includes tickets to Masquerade Ball)

Black Tie Masquerade Ball
9:30pm – $40 • Masquerade Ball will begin after performance
For Tickets visit:
www.ticketmaster.com or call 407.839.3900
www.metorlandoul.org or call 407.841.7654
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Why wear eau de toilette and eau de parfum,
enjoy the luxury of “Real” perfume.
LMS Fragrances makes only “REAL” perfume and
actually uses 28% fragrance oils in all its perfumes
ranking it among the highest in the perfume
world. Real perfume has a richer, more sensuous
and longer lasting fragrance. Whereas Eau de toilette requires constant
reapplication throughout the day.

Our exquisite perfumes are available in over 60 well known designer
named fragrances for women and over 20 higher concentrated designer
named men’s colognes.
LMS makes this luxury affordable for all to enjoy!

If you want to:
Be Your Own Boss
Set Your Own Hours
Be Rewarded for Your Efforts
Earn an Awesome Income
and Drive This Car Free

Then contact me about becoming an LMS Fragrances’
Independent Consultant. You will enjoy the benefits of working
with a company with impeccable integrity that offers unlimited
income potential and will allow you to achieve your own goals.

Tel: (904) 641-4633

Donna Reaves
Independent Consultant
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Your Helping Hand of North America, Inc. 501 (c) (3)

PRESENTS

Tidor Solutions

3rd Annual
Empowerment Art Auction
Saturday, October 14, 2006
4pm
Held at the World Famous Atlantic Theatres
751 Atlantic Blvd. • Atlantic Beach, FL • (904) 249-7529
As the Art Auctions continue to grow, Atlantic Beach proudly supports its efforts Promoting local and world renown artists by
displaying their works online and in living color, the Empowerment
Art Auctions have taken are to the next level.
Offering the public culture on a new level, superb cuisine, live music,
networking opportunities, and door prizes to boot. Empowerment Art
Auctions are in a league of their own.
These Art Auctions are the social and cultural events of the season
and have showcased world renowned artists, bands, and caterers.
This is the event you don’t want to miss.
Past supporters include: Paul Spicer of the Jacksonville Jaguars,
Russell Motley of CBS 47, DDP Promotions, Just Acute
Medicine, Blacksonville, Nokturnal Escape, Wachovia loan officers, and the YIELD Foundation.

Past Featured Artists:
Gabriel Ajayi
Sidney Carter
Diallo,
Overstreet Ducasse
Annelies Dykgraaf

SPECIAL INTERESTS:
• Superb Catering
• Ticket price will be deducted
from your artwork purchase.
• Artists from all over the United
States in attendance.
• Featuring the world renown
sultry jazz band, UNKAHMON,
unkahmongroove.com
• Attendees receive discounts to
same night’s Comedy Show.

Costs – $10 in adv./$15 at the door
E-tickets available online
www.atlantictheatres.com
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VOTE NOVEMBER 7TH

AND

ELECT

BRUCE ANTONE
FOR

ORANGE COUNTY
COMMISSION
DISTRICT SIX
TOGETHER WE CAN
TAKE BACK OUR
COMMUNITY
ABOUT BRUCE ANTONE
STATE REPRESENTATIVE BRUCE ANTONE is a husband,
father, member of Carter Tabernacle CME church and an
Electrical Engineering graduate of Tuskegee University. Bruce
has twenty-two years corporate and political experience and a
proven record of passing legislation and securing funding for
projects in our community. Bruce knows the political process
and how to make things happen. Bruce has the experience to
lead and he can get the job done for District six.

BRUCE’S AGENDA FOR
DISTRICT 6
HOUSING – Bruce will help single mothers and families
buy their first home. He will work to increase funding for
down-payment assistance and build more affordable and
rental housing for families.
CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY – Bruce will increase
police patrols in our neighborhoods to reduce crime and
drugs. He will increase funding for after-school, weekend
and summer job programs for youth to keep our kids safe
from crime.

TRANSPORTATION – Bruce will work to increase the
number of LYNX buses, the frequency of service and the
number of covered bus stop shelters. He will improve
transportation for Senior Citizens and the Disabled that
need transportation to doctor’s appointments. He will
lead the fight to build a mass transit rail system for all of
Orange County.
EDUCATION, YOUTH AND SENIORS – Bruce will
lead the fight to provide more mentoring, sports, job and
after-school programs for our youth and more services
for Senior Citizens. He will also fight to improve our
schools and graduation rates.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – Bruce wants to provide
more job training and apprenticeship programs for adults
and ex-felons needing to earn a decent wage. He will also
start a small business assistance program that will help
small and minority businesses grow, secure loans and get
their fair share of business contracts and opportunities.

CAMPAIGN: (321) 695-6284
FAX: (407) 295-7869
E-MAIL: BANTONE39@AOL.COM
WWW.BRUCEANTONE.NET

Pd. Pol. Adv Paid for and approved by Bruce Antone Campaign for Orange County Commissioner District 6
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NO LIMIT MINISTRIES
2200 Silver Star Road • Orlando, FL 32804

407-521-4572
www.nolimitministries.org

On Behalf of No Limit Ministries, we would like to extend
a heartfelt invitation to you, your family and friends to join
one of our exciting word based services.
We are a 21st century family ministry that loves
everybody regardless of their past or present!
Our services are designed to:
• Increase your knowledge of God’s Word
• Reach all; regardless of Age, Economics, Race or Background
• Explain how the Bible applies to life today
• Help restore our minds, families, and lives with Peace, Joy and Power
• Build RELATIONSHIPS not Religion

Dr. Anthony D. Davis, Sr.
and Mrs. Charlayne D. Davis

Service Times
Sunday Morning Service
10:30am
Every 3rd Sunday – Evening Service
7:00pm
Wednesday Bible Study
7:30pm

Don’t Stay away from the church – Take it to the LIMIT!
We guarantee you will love No Limit Ministries!
There is “NO LIMIT” to what GOD can do!

Charles E. Simmons, III, M.D.
Michelle Bell, M.D.

Practice limited to
Diseases of Infants & Children through
Adolescence

Simmons Pediatrics
P.H.E.O. Medical Center, Suite 1
1771 Edgewood Avenue West
Jacksonville, Florida 32208

(904) 766-1106

r Hair Color/Extensions
r Rose Petal Manicures &
Pedicures
r Smoothing Body Waxing
r Exfoliating Facials
r Invigorating Hair
Treatments
r Exhilarating Body Wraps
r Spa Parties
r Bridal Showers
r Sweet 16 Parties
r Book Club

25% OFF
SEW-INS
10% OFF

MASSAGE & FACIALS

6850 St. Augustine Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32217

904-739-7256
www.meobachi.com

Semone Blair
CEO/President
International Model
Image Consultant
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Advanced Directives: You Decide Your the Extent

of Your Medicac Treatment

By Sharon James, MSN, RN
Black Nurses Association
Daytona Beach, Florida

Durable Power of Attorney is a document appointing an individual to act on behalf of the person executing the document.

In our everyday lives, we are faced with many problems or situations
that cause us to stop and think about life. How we will live it day to
day and with whom we want to share it. On occasion, we may sit and
wonder about death but sometimes never
considering it to occur anytime soon. Many
people, including Christians, are afraid of
death.
Now you may be asking yourself, where is
she going with this topic? Under the
Florida law, every adult has the right to
make decisions concerning his or her medical treatment. This right includes the right
to decide whether to accept or reject medical treatment, including whether to
continue treatment and other procedures
that would artificially prolong life. Every
adult has the right to designate a surrogate
to speak on his/her behalf in the event
he/she loses capacity to make decisions.
These rights may be spelled out in the
Advance Directives.

Halifax Medical Center and the Medical Staff support education of the
community. They encourage all competent adults to plan for the future
and make arrangements for a health care decision-maker in the
absence of personal capacity. Documents on Living Will and Health
Care Surrogate are available by calling
386-254-4042. Halifax Medical Center
will participate in community education
programs to the extent that a need exists
and as defined by policy:

Sharon James, President
Daytona Beach Black Nurses Association

When you are admitted to a hospital for a procedure, as minor as a
biopsy or as major as open heart surgery, the question is always asked
by staff, do you have an Advanced Directive? Most people are
offended by or afraid of this question because they do not understand
it is the law to inform you of your right to make health care decisions.

What is an Advanced Directive?
Advanced Directive is a witnessed document or oral statement in
which instructions are given or in which one’s desires are expressed
concerning any aspect of health care and includes but is not limited to
the designation of a health care surrogate, living will, or an anatomical
gift made pursuant to Florida law.

What is a Living Will?
A Living Will is a specific type of an Advanced Directive and is a
means by which an individual can refuse life-prolonging procedures in
the event of a terminal condition, an end stage condition, or a persistent vegetative state.

What is a Health Care Surrogate?
A Health Care Surrogate is a person designated by the patient to make
health care decisions and provide informed consent and shall be implemented in the event that the patient lacks the capacity to make health
care decisions for himself or provide informed consent. The designation shall remain in effect until revoked by the principle unless a
shorter period of time is provided in the designation of health care surrogate. At the time of admission to a hospital, the name of the health
care surrogate will be placed on the medical record if such a designation has been made.

1. At least one yearly community education program.
2. Community organizations, churches,
etc., by request of the organization.
3. Informational literature will be made
available at all hospital-sponsored events
that include the general public.
4. Physicians on the medical staff will be
responsible for educating their patients
along with the medical staff.

So the next time you are admitted to a
hospital and are asked the question, do you
have an advanced directive, your answer
should be YES. Education is the key to making your wishes/desires
known to your family and those involved in your care.
As we prepare for our daily activities of life, we must acknowledge,
where there is life, there is death and we should not fear it but look forward to being with Jesus.
Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,
we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven,
not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be
clothed with our heavenly dwelling.
(2 Corinthians 5:1-2)

For more information on Advanced Directives, you may contact the
Daytona Beach Black Nurses Association by calling 386-253-8644 or
e-mail us at DBBNADBF@aol.com and we will be glad to assist you
in obtaining a Living Will form.

You’re A Christian Reader
TheChristianReader@cfl.rr.com
(904) 765-4229 Jacksonville
(386) 672-7845 Daytona Beach
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Why Are
“We The People”
In A Doughnut Hole?
By Donesa Jackson
Central Florida Area Vice-President
Florida Alliance For Retired American
When I was in high school I had an excellent history teacher who
taught his students to respect and believe in the Constitution of the
United States of America. We had to memorize the preamble to the
Constitution and recite it with conviction. I still remember “We the
people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union,
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.” What has happened to
promoting the general welfare and establishing justice for “we the people”?
On August 14, 1935 President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed
into law the Social Security Act. He said, “We can never insure one

hundred percent of the population
against one hundred percent of
the hazards and vicissitudes of
life, but we have tried to frame a
law which will give some measure of protection to the average
citizen and to his family against
the loss of a job and against
poverty-ridden old age.” The features of the Social Security
program made it different from
welfare programs.
Social
Security beneficiaries earned
their benefits by paying into the
Donesa Jackson
system throughout their time at
work. A payroll tax was automatically deducted from their paychecks
and directed into the Social Security system. When the workers
become eligible to receive Medicare benefits under the rules of Social
Security those benefits are paid.
Today there are 43 million Medicare beneficiaries in this familyoriented program and 22.5 million are enrolled in Part D prescription
drug coverage. It is estimated that about 7 million beneficiaries will
fall into the doughnut hole before the end of the year. Because the
doughnut hole is a period of time during the fiscal year that there is no
coverage for prescription drugs even after the beneficiaries have paid
approximately $3,600 in out-of-pocket expenses, many seniors experience great financial hardship before Medicare will resume coverage.
Some members of the elderly population who once lived a secure
life are now experiencing a life of poverty in their old age. They paid
their $250 annual deductible, monthly premiums and co-payments of
25% of drug costs between $250 and $2250, and they are in the doughnut hole because they must now pay 100% of the cost of drugs. They
must also continue to pay the monthly premiums. Some seniors take
as many as 5-13 medications per day and they are not able to purchase
all of these life-sustaining drugs. In fact, many of these older citizens
may never recover from this devastating financial burden.
Is this a system that “promotes the general welfare” of hard working citizens? Is this a system that protects and “establishes justice” for
the average citizen? I think not. It appears that the beneficiaries of the
Medicare prescription drug coverage are the pharmaceutical and insurance companies. I agree with those who say that “The pharmaceutical
companies got the doughnut and the seniors got the hole.”
We the people can come out of the hole! Seniors should contact
their Congressional Representatives before the General Election and
ask them if they will vote to support legislation to eliminate the gap
in drug coverage. If they say “no” vote them out of office and elect
individuals who will support policies that promote your general welfare. Remember, they represent you. If “we the people” put them in
office then “we the people” can take them out of office. It is time out
for re-electing politicians who misrepresent the truth to us over and
over again. Let us “give some measure of protection to the average citizen and to his family against the loss of a job and against
poverty-ridden old age.” I am certain that “we the people” can do this.
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Promises Made,
Promises Kept
Rep. Joyce Cusack is:
✓ Effective
✓ Accountable
✓ Working for all residents of District 27
Daytona
Daytona Beach Community College – $1+ billion
Bethune-Cookman College – $9 million
Votran – $3.5 million
News Journal Center – $500,000
Front Porch Project – $325,000
Restoration of Dr. Bethune’s Home – $300,000
Tarragona Arch – $300,000
Jackie Robinson Ballpark & Museum – $200,000
Cypress St. Park Pool – $200,000
•
•
•
•

South Daytona
Palm Grove Sewer P
Reed Canal Park – $

DeLand
Spring Hill Water, S
Phase II Improvem
African-American M

Ormond Beach
Central Park – $162

Recognized Leadership
Stennis Southern Women in Public Service Pacesetter 200
Florida School Health Legislator of the Year 2002
Volusia County Council of PTAs Legislative Award 2001Trust for Public Land Legislative Leadership 2001

Project – $4.9 million
$600,000

Sewer, Road & Stormwater
ments – $487,500
Museum of Art – $50,000

2,000

05
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Rep. Joyce Cusack keeps her promises:
On children: Championed KidCare insurance for
all children, and sponsored HB215, approved by
the governor, giving both parents access to school
and health records.
On education: Supported implementation of voterapproved class size initiative, universal pre-K, and
increased access to higher education for all
students, including expanding admissions to community colleges.
On seniors: Fought to increase the staffing ratio in
extended care facilities, and provided funding to
help seniors prepare for extreme weather.
On affordable housing: Helped working families
by providing relief from rising property taxes, saving the affordable housing trust fund, and creating
workforce innovation programs.
On creating jobs: Sponsored HB629, creating
the Daytona Beach Downtown Development
Authority, and HB977, creating the South Daytona
Enterprise Zone.
On improving traffic: Supported funding for the
new interchange at SR-44, 315 & I-4, and widening
of I-95 through Volusia County.
On healthcare: Fought Medicaid privatization
without accountability, and protected hospital
patients by providing closer oversight by doctors.

-2002

Political advertisement paid for
and approved by
Joyce Cusack, Democrat,
for State Representative,
District 27
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Char les “Chuc k” Chestn ut

Experience You Can Trust To Bring Positive Change To Our Community
The issues we face in this state with Education, Affordable
Healthcare, Affordable Housing, Economic Development, and the
Environment are critical, and this is why I wish to serve as your next
State Representative for District 23. As a fourth generation funeral
director in a family business, I have learned a great deal about the
value of responsibility and hard work. The two terms I served as
Mayor Pro Tem, the six years I served as a Gainesville City
Commissioner, and my experience chairing and serving on state and
local boards, as well as my experience as a small business owner have
served as effective training ground for the Florida Legislature.
Throughout my campaign, many of you have expressed your concerns.
My concerns are the same and I will work hard to fight for and address
them.
Education - Education is an investment in our children and therefore, it is incomprehensible as to why Florida ranks last in the nation
in the high school graduation rate. Measures to increase academic
achievement and decrease the achievement gap are critical.
Statistically, up to a third of the state’s children entering first grade are
working below grade level and in reading, 40 percent of our children
are less than proficient on their fifth grade scores. We must invest in
initiatives such as Universal Pre-K and in career and technical education programs to improve our children’s’ lives.
The FCAT seems to be on the minds of everyone in this state.
I believe in academic measurements, however, I believe that the FCAT
“needs work.” Children should be intimidated by an assessment test.
We want our children to succeed, not to
become discouraged. Not only must we
invest in our children, but also our teachers. Florida rank 32nd in the nation in
teacher salaries and I believe this shows a
lack of commitment to the highly qualified
teachers that we have. If elected, I will be
committed to our teachers.
Healthcare - Healthcare in this nation
has not only seen an astronomical rise in
costs, but an increase and growing number
of Americans without health coverage or
inadequate coverage. In the past five
years, there has been a 73 percent increase
in health insurance premiums and these
increases make it hard for employers to
provide health care and make it difficult
for individuals and families to pay health
coverage premiums. If elected, I am dedicated to finding measures to decrease
these numbers and make health insurance
more affordable for everyone.

Affordable Housing Homeownership is a part of the American Dream. However, it is the
biggest household expenditure for many low and middle-income families. Many working poor with children spend more than 50 percent of
their income for substandard housing and the fact that state homeowner’s insurance is in a crisis makes the situation more grave.
Insurance companies are raising rates and some companies have
stopped writing some forms of property insurance in Florida. I believe
that the monies allocated for affordable housing should be used for its
intended purpose and I will fight to make this happen.
Economic Development - Investing in human capital ensures that
people are equipped with the necessary skills needed to enter the workforce and excel. There are not enough high-wage jobs in Alachua and
Marion Counties and too many low-wage jobs that allow people to
barely “make ends meet,” if at all. I will work hard in the Legislature
to create better paying jobs and support businesses that invest in its
people.
I believe in community service, and will work to protect, improve
and promote smart growth, and support sensible, sustainable economic
development, that protects our natural resources. Alachua and Marion
Counties are the heart of Florida, and I desire to work diligently for
you. On November 7, 2006, please vote for me, Charles “Chuck”
Chestnut, IV, State Representative, District 23 and allow me the privilege to work to improve the quality of life for all citizens of Alachua
and Marion Counties and this great state.
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Commissary

Ministering The Gospel Through Rap

Purpose…many individuals fail to acknowledge this divine orchestration, while others do not hesitate to accept theirs and walk in it.
Commissary, the twenty-year-old Christian rap phenomenon from
Orlando, Florida, is among the
Godly elite who have chosen to
walk into their purpose at a
young age.
“Ever since the age of seven, I
knew that my life would be different, but at the time I didn’t
know what it was. I didn’t
want to be your average
American. I didn’t want to
work at a job I hated for almost
fifty years and barely make
ends meet,” says Commissary,
whose birth name is Terrell
Burt.
Commissary’s passion for
music began at a young age.
Terrell Burt - Gospel Rapper He was constantly exposed to
the radio and music videos by
Commissary

his older brother, Thoris. As an
outgoing child, he also enjoyed
being onstage in front of people.
“At church and at school, I was
always in some kind of play
and at church; I was in the children’s choir as well. I had
originally wanted to be an
actor, but I really enjoyed
music. But I knew for a fact
that a career in the entertainment industry wasn’t prestigious enough for my mother, so I had focused
on becoming a doctor. Obviously God had other plans. We should never
put man’s authority over God’s,” he said.
By the beginning of his high school years, Commissary began to write
song lyrics with the help of a friend. A few years later, he formed a
Christian rap group with some of his friends from church. The group performed at various local venues, and as a result, had garnered local
popularity among the Christian community. Being onstage wasn’t just a
chance to showcase his talent or become famous; it was a way to reach
the ears and grab the attention of many. He strongly feels that his generation is on the path to forever alter this planet’s history.
“When my group Admissible Intuition had formed, I knew that I had
wanted to do this. But at the same time, I also knew that the Christian
Hip Hop industry wasn’t lucrative, but I didn’t care. God gave me a talent to minister to the youth in their language, using their terminology, and
they were receptive to it. Money couldn’t possibly buy that.”
Commissary has been blessed with the opportunity to open for gospel
music sensation, J. Moss, on October 21st at the New Life Church of
Orlando in Orlando, Florida. For more information about Commissary
and his music ministry, such as tour dates, song clips, and where to purchase his debut CD, please visit www.myspace.com/Commissary.

Wanted
Christian Businessmen &
Christian Businesswomen
To Advertise Their Business
In A Christian Newspaper

(386) 672-7845
TheChristianReader@cfl.rr.com
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Pi Eta Omega Chapter (Orange Park,
FL) of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.
Presents:

20 Pearls Scholarship Gala
You are invited to participate in
our fourth annual 20 Pearls
Scholarship Gala hosted by Pi Eta
Omega Graduate Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
The Scholarship Gala is scheduled for Friday, November 3,
2006 at The Jacksonville Marriott
Hotel.
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
was founded in 1908 in
Washington D.C. on the campus
of Howard University. Alpha
Kappa Alpha is a sisterhood composed of women who have consciously chosen this affiliation as a
means of self-fulfillment through volunteer service. In the past 98
years our organization has grown to a nucleus of more than 170,000
women in the United States, the Caribbean, Europe, and Africa. These
chapters have been consistently making a profound impact on their
communities.

Now Faith is the substance
of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.
Hebrew 11:1

Support Our Advertisers
They Sponsor Our
Newspaper

Alpha Kappa Alpha cultivates and encourages high scholastic and ethical standards and works to alleviate problems concerning girls and
women. We have committed ourselves to five basic tenets. These
tenets are (1) strengthening the Black Family, (2) economic empowerment, (3) educational advancement, (4) Health and Wellness and (5)
Cultural awareness. Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is that vital organization that cuts across racial, international, physical, and social barriers
to help individuals and communities develop and maintain constructive relationships with others.
Pi Eta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. was chartered in Orange Park, Florida on May 31, 1986. Since that time our
Chapter has been involved in a variety of community-based programs
in Clay, Duval, Putnam and St. Johns counties. We are committed to
the idea of investing in the future of our children and the communities
in which we live. Pi Eta Omega Chapter has awarded academic scholarships since 1987 to high school students in Northeast Florida, which
have enabled them to attend various colleges throughout the
Southeastern States.
Over the past 20 years we have been embraced by the Northeast
Florida Community, however today we are asking for your support as
we look to award scholarship dollars to other deserving students in our
community. Please join us in making our fourth Scholarship Gala a
‘HUGE SUCCESS’.

20 Pearls Scholarship Gala of Pi Eta Omega Chapter
(Orange Park, FL) of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.
Date: November 3, 2006
Time: 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Place: Jacksonville Marriott-Salisbury Rd.
Advance tickets: $35
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The Right Reverend
Samuel L. Green, Sr.
Licensed Funeral Director
Embalmer

Reverend Henry L. Postell, II
Owner
Licensed Funeral Director
Embalmer
Ms. Anita B. Lemon
Licensed Funeral
Director
Embalmer

We are what real estate
should be.
Keonna Diamond,
Administrator
Charlene Diamond,
Broker

❖ SERVICES PROVIDED ❖
• Residential Sales / New Construction •
• Commercial Investment • Property Management •
• Free Marketing Analysis • Home Buyer Seminars •
• Mortgage Pre-Qualifications •
• Foreclosure Prevention / Short Sales • Notary Public •
❖ PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS ❖
Northeast Florida Association of Realtors • National Association of Realtors
Multiple Listing Services • Commercial Listing Services

435 Clark Road, Suite 403 • Jacksonville 32218

811 N. Powers Drive • Pine Hills, Orlando, FL 32818

Phone (407) 295-3857 • (407) 295-0307
Toll Free 1-866-Postell (7678355)

“Personalized Family Service”
Funeral Service • Cremation Service
On Premise Chapel • Pre-Need Counseling
24 Hour On-Call • At Home Arrangements
Out of Town Services • Casket Display
Air Flight Shipping
Courtesy, Service & Satisfaction

904-713-9162 Office • 904-713-9062 Fax
C a n d E R e a l t y. c o m

Mrs. Beverly Postell
Business Manager

Offering a Pre-Need Funeral Trust Plan that is
regulated by Florida Statute Ch. 639 and the
Department of Insurance
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DEBRA ASHLEY from page 1

Debra just recently completed
shooting her second video,
Keep the Faith on Saturday,
September 16, 2006 on location in
Jacksonville, FL. She will perform
at Bay Fest in Mobile, Alabama on
October 7, 2006, a Mini tour
starting in Jacksonville, FL on
November 4, 2006, and our
Florida Tour:
Pensacola – December, 2006
Tallahassee – February, 2007
Daytona Beach – March, 2007
Orlando – April, 2007
Tampa – May, 2007
Ft. Lauderdale – June, 2007
Miami – July, 2007

embodies one woman’s personal and
spiritual evolution.
Ashley shares her journey in He Called
Me, a smooth, bouncy track inspired
by her own tumultuous young adulthood. In Keep The Faith, the title track
and the very first song she penned,
Ashley explores the power of faith and
its ability to bring us through struggles
big and small. She touches on the subject again with Call On Jesus, an
R&B-infused groove.
“Even if you feel like nothing, lost in the
world, if God anoints you, you’re somebody. You can go out and do his work,”
says Ashley of Anointed, a silky,
poignant track that soars with the
singer’s earnest and powerful belief.
That insistent faith also fuels the jazzy
and expressive Jesus Is Real, an engaging tribute to Christ’s sacrifice. Ashley
further explores the power of Jesus and
his relationship to the faithful with Get
Ready, a funky, easy foot-tapper urging us
to prepare for Christ’s return.
On I Just Wanna Thank You, Ashley
takes it to church, complete with the swell
of the organ and soaring vocals, for what
is, essentially, the singer’s very personal
conversation with God. Beautiful Flower,
another intimate and revealing gem, was
written for Ashley’s close friend, Yolanda
Thomas, who was just 36 when she died
in 2002. “Her mother spoke at the funeral
and said God don’t pick his flowers until
they’re bloomed and ready,” says Ashley
of her inspiration. “That stayed with me.”
The last two tracks rounding out the

Vi s i t D e b r a ’s w e b s i t e a t
www.debraashley.com for up-todate tour dates and additional
information.
album are two of Debra’s favorites. They
include I’ll Praise Your Name, a soft,
moving ballad and My God, an unabashed
testimony of her love for God featuring a
jazzy, soulful swing.
In 2005, Ashley performed music from
Keep The Faith at various events
throughout the country, some of which
included a recorded performance at the
Urban Impact Summit, New Artist
Showcase at Foxwoods Resort Casino
(recorded for The Word Network) last
June, as well as performances at the
GMWA in Milwaukee, WI last August;
the Jacksonville Gospel Fest 2005 in
September; the Texas GAG Annual
Convention in San Antonio, TX in
November and Bobby Jones Gospel
Industry Retreat - New Artist Showcase held in Fort Lauderdale, FL this
past December.
On March 23rd, Ashley was asked to perform at the Harlem YMCA’s “2006
National Salute To Black Achievers
In Industry 36th Annual Awards Dinner”
in New York City. The event, held at the
prestigious New York Marriott Marquis
Hotel, honors African-Americans who
achieved prominent positions in business
and industry and were recognized for
their accomplishments. Notable attendees included Bill Cosby and Dr.
Johnnetta Cole, President of Bennett
College, among others.

In addition to performing, Ashley
is also dedicated to helping others. After
the Hurricane Katrina disaster caused
havoc along the southeast coast, Debra
raised and presented a check for $30,000
to the BlackAmericaWeb.com Relief Fund
for Hurricane Katrina Victims. She also
donated $2,500.00 in Wal-Mart gift cards
to hurricane Katrina victims on behalf of
Angel Calling Entertainment, LLC in
Laurel and Biloxi, MS as well in Fort
Walton Beach, FL – cities also ravaged by
the hurricane, but that received less attention and support then larger cities such as
New Orleans. Additionally, 300 free singles of Keep the Faith were sent out to
those who requested the music after visiting the BlackAmericaWeb.com website.
Debra Ashley is a gospel artist who’s been
a long time coming and Keep The Faith
is a debut worth the wait.

Contact Information:
Angel Calling Entertainment, LLC
P.O. Box 184
Mary Esther, FL 32569
850-581-0838
angelbooking@earthlink.net
www.debraashley.com
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Take it to the Limit!

You’re Living the Only
Life God Gave YOU!
By Dr. Anthony D. Davis, Sr.
Pastor, No Limit Ministries
Orlando, Florida
www.nolimitministries.org
Question? What have you done today to ensure you are living
a totally fulfilled life? Are you living each day to the fullest? Do
you have a plan for success? Is your money working for or
against you? Hmmm. These are simple questions, but do you have
the answers?
Many Christians today profess to be church going, tithe paying, sometime praying, please make it “happen” God, saints. They try to be the
light of the world, only to find themselves a mere flicker living
beneath their destiny. This is not because they don’t desire to be
great, but with lack of direction, at the end of the day, there is nothing
left. So instead of beaming, bold, truly blessed people of God, they
are stalled out, stranded on the side of the road, hub cap missing
messes. They have become overheated by the demands of career,
family, too many bills, and not enough time lives.
Luke 1:37 (KJV) says: For with God nothing shall be impossible. If
that is true, then why do many of us church going individuals seem to
live in “not enough” land? Let me first state that what I intend to propose to you in the next few paragraphs is not based upon any great
philosophical or religious Doctrine. Instead, I will share with you
how I have gone from daily frustrations of Pastoring, Corporate
World, Family Man, Husband, Father, Friend etc. etc, to servant of
God, who enjoys every earthly moment God has given and all the
above I just mentioned. And yes, it is possible to have your life and
live it too. I will use myself because I believe that unless you have
been through something – what do you really have to say?
Before God, I built a life based upon my surroundings, my lifestyle,
my friends and all the cards that were dealt me. I was a so-called good
man who was yes – unique in my own way. I loved God and you or
no one could tell me that God did not accept me and love me, even
though I didn’t do all the “church stuff.” But one day, after the death
of my father, a divorce, the death of a couple grandparents, uncles,
dreams, a lot of money and just other stuff, I found myself all alone
with myself. I had never been so scared than to see myself with only
me. How could I, at 33 years old, be alone, without degree, having had
a successful career as a Air Force Special Agent, and what I thought
was a decent life, now, be so lost.
To keep my story short, I will focus on what changed and not what
was, because for everyone alive there is a story. My story and my life
changed only because I got tired of living a lie and wanted so desperately to find peace and joy, and my real destiny. Nothing else in life
seemed to fill the void that life without God had left. People couldn’t
make me happy, things or jobs could no longer bring me joy. It got to
the point that I was turning up every stone looking for something to
complete me. Even my marriage was at a dead end. All of my life I
had aspired to be great. I knew I was suppose to become more than
what I was. There I was, the son of a presiding Judge, who had been
to the Supreme Court and handled Civil Rights cases for blacks. I had
been a fashion show commentator, a radio DJ in college, a military

Dr. Anthony D. Davis Sr.
special agent and an all around smooth talker, and yet none of those
venues contained my Destiny or provided me with the joy I so desperately needed. Those positions and jobs were what I had become and
not WHO I knew I was or destined to be.
It took going through a divorce, experiencing death, and the bottom
falling out of my life before I would have a light bulb moment. I
wound up lying on the floor at my apartment, eating carpet fibers, crying as if my life was over. I had finally run out of excuses and places
to hide. My mother, who was visiting, stated sharply, “what are you
going to do, just lie there on the carpet like a wimp! A wimp, I thought
to myself, me, a wimp! The idea that my own mother would call me
a wimp at that point in my life lead me to believe that no one loved me.
What I realized that day, once I pulled myself up past depression and
self inflicted guilt, was that life will never change unless YOU take it
to the limit. You, me, us, we, as individuals must force ourselves up
and make a decision to live our lives for Him, Jesus Christ, He that
holds our creation blueprints. Once we let go and let God, He will
begin to place us in places and with people who will lead us toward
our destiny. I was not to be a DJ or military investigator, or commentator, but a Man of God. I was destined have a beautiful Marriage and
a wonderful life with purpose. I didn’t have to be stressed, broke,
overheated, lonely or unwanted and neither do you.
No!, Once I read my owners manual, the Bible, I finally realized I can
do all things with God and nothing is impossible and that there is NO
LIMIT to what God can do. Eleven years from that moment, today, I
am living my life to the fullest. God has given me a growing church
that I started from scratch, I completed my bachelors degree, was
awarded an honorary doctorate, and like I just stated I have a wonderful marriage with beautiful children. As a Pastor, I simply teach what
I learned – that “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens
me (Philippians 4:13). In church, I don’t rule over the people, but lead
God’s people. I don’t profess religion per se, but teach relationship,
intimacy with God.
Again, my change came when I got tired of living MY life and started
living the life God set up for me. It gets tough at times, but tough people make it through tough times. Once I realized that there is no limit,
not just in word, but for my life, the tide turned. Now I am a light and
it shines. I have fun in God. God’s people at the limit have fun in God
and we are building a ministry of excellence, a ministry of LOVE.
From our humble beginnings in an Orlando storefront, we have
become a church with a mission – to give everyone who wants to get
up a way through their will.
To Be Continued in November
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GERALDINE F. THOMPSON
Florida House District 39
The Service Continues
Education
Geraldine will introduce legislation to increase the number of students who graduate from
high school in Florida. She would raise the mandatory high school attendance age from 16 to
18 and deny a driver’s license to anyone under 18 who is not in school.

Economic Development
Geraldine F. Thompson

She would require that contractors create apprenticeships and job training for area residents when
tax dollars are spent for public projects such as a sports complex or performing arts center.

Crime Prevention
She believes that we deserve to live in a safe community. She
will work for District 39 to bring dollars home from Tallahassee
to get the police we need to protect our streets and our neighborhoods. By increasing opportunity in this district, Geraldine
Thompson will help to steer individuals away from crime.

Healthcare
Geraldine and campaign treasurer
M. Jean Butler discuss political concerns
with United States Senator Barack Obama.

She believes that no one should have to choose between paying
their rent and purchasing their prescription drugs. She will work
for District 39 to expand healthcare services and fight
HIV/AIDs.

About Geraldine F. Thompson

Geraldine F. Thompson and her
husband, Emerson R. Thompson, Jr.
have given decades of service to the
Orlando community. He is one of her
closest advisors.
After receiving confirmation from the Florida
Senate Geraldine served
on the Human Relations
Commission during the
terms of Governor Lawton
Chiles, her fellow
Commissioners elected her
to serve as Chair of the
organization.

Geraldine F. Thompson is a leader who has devoted more than 30 years of her
live to serving the people of this district. She and her husband, Emerson R.
Thompson, Jr., raised and educated their three children in District 39. From a
modest background, she has worked her way up and continues to give back to
the community.

Capable

Geraldine served on the Affirmative Action
Committee of the Florida Democratic Party
and attended the 1988 National
Democratic Convention as a delegate for
the Rev. Jesse Jackson.

She co-founded the YMCA Black Achievers Program which now brings
Hispanic Leadership and youth together to build leadership skills.
She spearheaded the renovation of the historic Wells’
Built Hotel, Wells’ Home and the opening of the
Wells’ Built Museum of African American History
and Culture. Authored the book Black America:
Orlando, Florida.

Experienced
She was appointed by the Governor to serve on the
Florida Commission on Human Relations where she
fought statewide against discrimination in the workplace, housing, and public accommodations.

Proven
She brought $450,000 into our community to fund
HIV/AIDs prevention counseling through Mt. Pleasant’s “No
Longer Bound Program”. She authored grants to attract over
$600,000 for the restoration of the Wells’ Built.

Geraldine discussing Christian outreach
with gospel singer, Donnie McClerkin.

She is the founder of Valencia Community College’s College
Reach Out program which has enabled thousands of lowincome and disadvantaged students to fulfill their dream of
going to college.

511 W. South Street, Suite 214
Orlando, FL 32805
Phone: (407) 765-9904 • Fax: (407) 246-0272
gftcampaign@hotmail.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Geraldine F. Thompson, Democrat, for State Representative District 39.

Geraldine spreading the good news
with religious cable owner and famous
attorney, Willie Gary, and
Rev. and Mrs. Randolph Bracy.
Shortly before he left office to become
a United States Senator, Florida
Governor Bob Graham appointed
Geraldine to the Florida Commission
on Human Relations.
Thompson Family
Members (Geraldine
and Thompson children; Laurise, Elizabeth
and Emerson) celebrate
the Humanitarian
Award presented to
Geraldine by the
National Conference of
Community and Justice
(NCCJ).

Thompson Family Members
(Mr. Emerson Thompson, Geraldine,
and their late mothers)
celebrate the Humanitarian Award
presented to Geraldine by the
National Conference of Community
and Justice (NCCJ).
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ANNOUNCES
NEW MINORITY HEALTH DIRECTOR
Former USF Associate Dean,
Dr. Deanna Wathington,
chosen to lead Office of Minority Health
TALLAHASSEE – Florida Department of Health (DOH) Secretary of
Health M. Rony François, M.D., M.S.P.H., Ph.D., announces the selection of Deanna Wathington, M.D., M.P.H., FAAFP, as the new director
of the Office of Minority Health, effective September 11, 2006.
“The Department of Health is privileged to have Dr. Wathington as the
first Minority Health Director for the state of Florida,” said Dr.
François. “Her extensive medical background, her experience in community health, and her dedication to the improvement of minority
health make her the perfect candidate for this position.”
Dr. Wathington, who is certified by the American Board of Family
Medicine, is the former Associate Dean for Academic Enrichment at
the University of South Florida’s (USF) College of Medicine. She also
was an Assistant Professor of Curriculum and Medical Education and
a Consulting Faculty of Women’s Studies at USF before accepting the
position of DOH Minority Health Director.
“I am honored to serve in this capacity with an agency that has such
a positive commitment to ensuring minority health,” said Dr.
Wathington. “This is an incredible opportunity to address health disparities here in Florida and improve the health of our citizens and our
communities.”

She earned her doctorate of medicine
from the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey in 1994. Dr.
Wathington received her master’s degree
in public health from Temple University
in 1990. She completed her residency in
family medicine at the Bayfront Medical
Center in St. Petersburg, Fla. The New
Jersey native earned her Bachelor of
Science in Zoology and Physiology from
Rutgers University.
Throughout her 19 year academic and
clinical medical career, Dr. Wathington
has maintained her dedication to the
Dr. Deanna Wathington community, earned numerous awards
and committed to several professional
organizations, including the American Academy of Family Physicians,
the American Public Health Association and Women in Academic
Medicine and Research.
The Office of Minority Health improves the health of racial and ethnic
populations through the development of programs that address disparities and health gaps. DOH promotes and protects the health and safety
of all people in Florida through the delivery of quality public health
services and the promotion of health care standards. For more information about minority health please visit the DOH Web site at
www.doh.state.fl.us.
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THE SPIRITUAL TOUCH OF A
PASTORAL
FATHER
By Reverend Dr. Carlton D. Jones
Jacksonville, Florida
Matthew 6:5-15 “And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as
the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the comers of the streets, that they may be seen of
men. Verily I say unto you, they have their reward.”
“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and
thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.” But
when ye pray use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they
think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye
therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye
have need of, before ye ask Him. After this manner therefore
pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever, Amen.”
One of Jesus disciples in Luke 11:2 asked Jesus how to pray as
John the Baptist taught his disciples how to pray. Our God spoke
to us throughout the Bible through many people, objects and
thing’s, however God wanted us to know how to address Him
through His earthly Son Jesus who is part of the Holy Trinity of
God. God has shown mankind the mysteries of Him through signs
and words, through nature and harvest. Among the many questions
one must ask are - Is God trying to tell us something today and we
are just to busy to interpret His signs? Are the modem day prophets
of God being ignored because of the fast pace we live? Are we
caught up in the material wonders that surround us, i.e.: the technology of computers, cell phones, or the bling-bling of material
things that engulf our lives?
My answer to the questions is yes, we are to busy being busy that
we often do not take time to spend time with God and we miss the
signs and wonders that are in His word, through the word of God
the Bible. I am a preacher and I often get busy trying to do business and miss my blessing of how to do business in a more
excellent way, because I did not take time to find the answer
through the word of God. However, I thank God that He speaks to
me through my spiritual relationship and through dreams. I must
do better in order to receive all the rewards that God has in store
for me and I am not talking about money or personal wealth, but
life experiencing wealth of being a good steward which leads me
to talk about my earthly spiritual father in that of Reverend Dr.
Rudolph W. Mckissick, Sr.
The Bethel Baptist Institutional Church just experienced the awesome 40 year anniversary of Reverend Dr. Rudolph W. McKissick,
Sr. This was a testimony of a Pastor who is loved not just by his con-

gregation, but is a Pastor’s
Pastor, a man who is humble and Christ like in his
earthly
walk.
Pastor
McKissick, Sr. is my father
in the ministry but most of
all he is like my biological
father, a man that I can talk
to about anything.
Pastor Mckissick is a man
who I can go to for advice
and guidance. God design
mankind to depend on
Him and develop relationships with others so that
we can grow and prosper
as humans. God created us
a little lower than
Reverend Carlton D. Jones just
Himself, for God created
us in His image and likeness, with a free will to know the difference between right and
wrong; good and evil. I met a man, a God man in that of Reverend
Rudolph W. McKissick, Sr. who is not a perfect man but a man
who works hard to be Christ-like in every walk of his life. I had an
opportunity to see Pastor Rudolph W. McKissick, Jr. at the
Jaguar/Steelers game where we cleaned their clock, and said to
Pastor McKissick, Jr. that he is blessed to share a Pastor-ship with
Pastor Senior and that he is already so well accomplished that the
apple does not fall far from the tree, in that of Pastor Senior.
God has put a special anointing on fathers who want to make a difference in the lives of others. We all have the ability; all we have to
do is be a willing vessel. Men and women can make a difference in
the lives of others, but God created man and gave us dominion over
the earth, and He designed woman to be a helpmate and gave her
many of the abilities that he gave man. However, he gave man
dominion over the earth and we should act like it. (Genesis 1:26,
And God said Let us make man in our image, after our likeness and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the fowl
of the air and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.)
My youngest son gave me a book by Kristian Clark titled the Black
Father. In reading this Christian filled book made me reflect back
on my earthly fathers, but it also made me realize that it was my
heavenly Father who orders my steps. To have a father that you
have a relationship with is a blessing; to have a spiritual Pastoral
Father is a gift from God. In developing a relationship with God we
can develop a better relationship with our earthly fathers. It is
through the words of the Bible that we can see the love that Jesus
has for His heavenly father that we can understand, appreciate and
love our earthly fathers.
Our earthly fathers are an important part of our growth and development. Our earthly fathers do not have to be our biological father.
A father is that person who gives you that since of security that nurtures and sow’s Gods seeds of knowledge into the lives of others.
see CARLTON JONES page 32
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Florida Central Second Ecclesiastical
Jurisdiction Headquarters
2179 Emerson Street • Jacksonville, Florida 32207 • (904) 398-1625
Bishop Edward Robinson, Sr.
Jurisdictional Prelate
Mother Mildred Eason
Supervisor of Women
“Expanding Christ’s Kingdom thru strategic planning, investments, networking, proclamation and empowerment” …Not
by power, nor by might, but by spirit, saith the Lord of host.
Zechariah 4:6

Southside Church of God In Christ
2179 Emerson Street • Jacksonville, FL 32207 • (904) 398-1625

Bishop Edward Robinson, Sr. – Pastor
E-mail: SSCOGIC@aol.com

Website: Southsidecogic.com

If in the area, please visit one of our affiliating churches.
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(904) 744-5914
Elder David Richardson TALLAHASSEE/PANAMA CITY
Supt. Ricky Rose
AREA
TOPROC COGIC
Elder Wayne Milliner
Fresh Anointing COGIC
Supt. John Lee
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(352) 462-1790

Elder Bradshaw
Living Word COGIC
Holiday Inn Express
Tyndall Highway
Panama City, FL
(850) 867-0602
WEST CENTRAL AREA
Supt. Charlie Little
Sanctuary of Praise COGIC
Dade City, FL
(352) 523-2454
Shepherdess Ella Peterson
Royal Temple COGIC
Chess Mall Avenue
Cross City, FL
(352) 498-2151
Shepherdess LaFawn Wilson
Shekinah Ministries COGIC
West Palm Beach, FL
(531) 889-2729

32 The Christian October 2006

CARLTON JONES continued from page 30
I wish that every child experienced the love of a father and mother;
however that is not the reality of this world. There are mothers, who
have to be both the mother and father. We have children raising themselves with no father or mother; and they have come out alright
because of their heavenly Father. However, there are children who
have not had a biological or spiritual father or mother and do not know
God the Father or Jesus the Son. We as the Church have a responsibility to introduce them to God the Father through Jesus Christ the Son
and become their spiritual father or mother. We all can make a small
difference in the life of a child or adult.
This message is about men fulfilling Gods divine plan to become a
father in some child’s life. Yes, there are children all around us in need
of the love of an earthly father. All we have to be is a willing vessel;
who will allow God to use us. We may have a nephew or niece, a child
in the neighborhood that needs our love.
God gave us a model prayer not just to memorize, but a prayer that
touches our daily needs. Matthew 6:5-8 is telling us that those who
pray with improper motives have their reward - like those who do
charitable deeds with improper motives. We often have motives for
praying, but Jesus turned to methods of praying. Why one prays determines how one prays. Nothing is wrong with repeating prayers; Jesus
was referring to empty recitation of words. The Lords prayer is composed of six requests. The first three ask for the kingdom to come and
the last three ask for God to meet the needs of His people until the
kingdom arrives.
Hallowed be Your name is not ascription of praise to the Father. The
verb is an imperative and means; “May Your name be hallowed”. This
recalls Ezekiel’s prophecy in Ezekiel 36:25-32, where the prophet says
Israel has profaned God’s name among all the nations. One day God
will gather His people from the nations, cleanse them, and by this
means vindicate the holiness of His great name. The hallowing of the
Father’s name means the arrival of God’s kingdom.
The Daily bread is a reminder of God’s daily supply of manna to Israel
in the wilderness. The doxology at the end of the prayer is from 1
Chronicles 29:11 Thine, 0 Lord is the greatness and the power, and the
glory and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and
in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord, and thou art exalted
as head above all. Some ancient manuscripts of the Scriptures omit this
doxology.
God loved us so much that He sent His only begotten Son Jesus to
show us how to live life more abundantly. That is what Father’s do.
Thank you God the Father, through Jesus Christ the Son and thank you
for sending your Holy Spirit to dwell with me here on earth. Amen.

You Can’t
Afford Not To

VOTE!
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BECOME A CIVIL WAR
REENACTOR
By Mary Fears
Daytona Beach, Florida
The eminent objective of special programs sponsored in this community to celebrate Black History Month each February, Juneteenth in
June, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Holiday each January, is
always education about little-known facts about African-American
history.
In order to have more persons involved
in the presentation of these programs and to
cover as much of the history and contributions of black Americans to the growth and
development of this country, Mary Fears is
spearheading an effort to get more people
involved in telling our stories.
Reenacting is an excellent way to achieve
this objective. Why? Because when persons
research the times and lives of historic characters, and costume themselves as their

selected characters, then enthusiastically relate documented stories about
their characters, they perform as “living
historians” teaching in a very positive
and interesting manner facts about
African-American history.
It is common knowledge that, even
at the present time, there is inadequate
coverage of some areas in the experiences of black people in the history of
America in presently-used school
American history textbooks. For example, most emphasis is placed upon
slaves in cotton fields with many illustrations, but little emphasis is given to
the many talents, abilities, skills and
inventive genius of African-Americans
during the ante-bellum period. Few if
any photographs appear in the books
showing “free people of color” during
the slavery era. So students may be
unaware that there were over 200,000
free blacks in the South by the beginning
of the Civil War. Insufficient information
is learned in school about the very
important service rendered to the Union
during the Civil War which led to the
Union victory and freedom for those in
bondage.
Researching to learn about African-Americans during the antebellum period is a learning experience for the reenactors and for those
who come to see and hear them. The wearing of costumes which are
historically correct for the period
adds to the effectiveness of their performances.
A person new to the hobby of
reenacting will discover that becoming an interpreter of a historic
character is a learning experience,
both easy and personally enjoyable.
Interested persons may contact Mrs.
Fears at (386) 253 1516.

Captions: top left - Mary Fears as
Elizabeth Keckley, seamstress to
Mary todd Lincoln; top - Pierre
Louis as Cor. James Henry Gooding, Mass 54th Regiment Colored
Troops; Mary & Joel Fears as Skilled Slaves Seamstress and Cooper;
and K. O. Mitchell as Robert Small, slave gunboat pilot, Ernestine
Johnson as Harriet Tubman, and Leon Mason as Leon Mason Simon,
South Carolina Slave
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The First Annual J.P. Small Foundation, Inc.
Scholarship and Hall of Fame Banquet.
The J.P. Small Foundation,
Inc., had its First Annual
Scholarship and Hall of
Fame Banquet. It was held
at the Multipurpose Center
of
The
Philippians
Community Church, 7540
New Kings Road, Saturday,
April 8, 2006. The J.P.
Small Foundation, Inc is a
501 c (3) non-profit corporation. The foundation
offers tutoring, mentoring
for K-12 grades. The foundation is also committed to
providing the necessary
learning skills to the parents of the
students. This will enable them to
become and remain productive
human being in the community in
which they live. Programs such as
the GED, The One-on-One Reading
Program for children, young adults
and the elderly.
The first Hall of Fame Inductees at
the banquet were men who graduated from Stanton High School (now
known
as
Stanton
College
Preparatory School) and played
under Coach James P. Small. Back
Row: From left to right Rev. Charles
Scriven, first Black Chief in history
of the Police Department, Mr. Al
Denson, retired NFL Player with the
Denver Broncos, and the Minnesota
Vikings, Mr. Jerome Wheeler, retired
as Principal A Philip Randolph
Academies of Technology of the
Duval County School System, Mr.
Carl Hughes, retired Assistant
Principal of Student Services at
William M. Raines High School of
the Duval County School System,
Mr. Herbert Blackshear, retired
NFL Player drafted by the
Pittsburgh Steelers, but signed
with the Cleveland Browns, The
Keynote speaker Florida State
Senator, District 1 Mr. Anthony C.
“Tony” Hill, Sr.
Front Row: From Left to right
Nathaniel Farley, Jr., retired

Assistant
Principal
of
Community Education at
Stanton College Preparatory
High School Founder &. CEO
of The J.P. Small Foundation,
Inc., Mr. Alford Austin,
Athletic Director & retired
Girls Basketball Coach were
he
won
8
State
Championships
and
Championship
of
The
“Ronald McDonald” All-Star
Basketball Game, Mr. Jimmy
Johnson, retired School Board
Superintendent, Principal of
William M. Raines High
School of the Duval County School
System, Mr. Edwin Lawson, retired
Principal of Northwestern Junior-High
School (now known as Northwestern
Middle School), Rev Wallace Rasberry,
retired Athletic Director of Matthew W.
Gilbert Middle School (once known as
Matthew W. Gilbert High School) Mr.
Billie Howard retired Assistant Principal
of Student Services at Stanton College
Preparatory High School.
The second picture - Senator Anthony
“Tony” Hill, Sr., Mrs. Willye F. Dennis,
retired State Representative of the State of
Florida and President of the NAACP of
Jacksonville, Florida, and the third picture
- Mr. Jerome “Track” Elps, Founder of the
“Martin Luther King Day Celebration” and
The Old Timers Football Game. These
were three receipients of the Humanitarian
Awards given at the banquet.
The fourth picture are members of The J.P.
Small Foundation, Inc. From left to right
Dr. Anthony Dickinson, PA-C, Mrs.
Ruby Pough, Nathaniel Farley, Jr.,
Queen Vickie Seymore, Carol Buckman
on the end of this picture. Other board
members that are not in this picture is
Mrs. Anita Dempsey, Mrs. Thelma Ray,
Mr. James Mosley, Mrs. Jacquelyn
Small Thomas (Daughter of Coach
Small), Charlie Kennebrew, Jr. President
of The J.P. Small Foundation, Inc. and
the newly board member Mr. Alphonso
Hemmeain.
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805 S. Kirkman Road
Suite 106
Orlando, FL 32811

Pastor Jonathan McKnight

(407) 253-7744 • (407) 253-7745 Fax • (407) 253-7PIE

– TAKE-OUT

www.mamanenssoulfood.com

SELECTIONS FROM OUR
FEATURED MENU
•
•
•
•
•
•

OXTAILS • CHITTLIN’S • SMOTHERED CHOPS
FRIED CHICKEN • MAC & CHEESE
CELEBRATION GREENS • SAVORY CABBAGE
SEAFOOD COMBO • FRIED CATFISH
BBQ BACK BACK RIBS
PEACH COBBLER • SWEET POTATO PIE
AND MUCH MUCH MORE…

Monday-Thursday – 10:30am - 9pm
Friday-Saturday – 10:30am - 10pm
Sunday Closed

We also offer Custom Catering for Weddings,
Family & Corporate Events
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The KING, the MICE and
the CHEESE
As a young child, one of the very first books I read turned out to
be one that had a profound affect on my life then and devoid my
knowledge, even more so as an adult. This book titled: The KING,
the MICE and the CHEESE, taught me the values of relationships
and purpose. Written by Nancy and Eric Gurney in 1965,
published by Random House, Inc. of New York, the book is very
well illustrated.
The story goes along these lines, “Once upon a time, in a faraway
country, there lived a king. He lived in a beautiful palace. He had
everything he liked. He liked cheese best of all. His cheese makers
made the best cheese in all the land. Everyone in the palace could
smell that cheese. Everyone in the town could smell that cheese.
Everyone in the country could smell that cheese. A mouse did.”
Now this is where the story gets good. The book says that mouse
told all his friends and every mouse in the land ran to the palace.
The mice had fun living with the king eating his cheese but the
king did not like it. He called his wise men for advice in getting
rid of the mice. They thought and then they brought in cats; big
cats, little cats, fat cats and thin cats. These mice-chasing cats ran
every mouse from the palace.
Now the cats were very happy living with the king, but the king
was not happy living with cats. Therefore again he called his wise
men, and again after thought, they brought in dogs; big dogs, little dogs and spotted dogs. These cat-chasing dogs ran all the cats
from the palace.
“Now the dogs were very happy. They liked living with the king.
But the king was not happy. He did not like living with dogs.” In
comes the wise men, they brought this time lions… big, big brave
lions. The dog-chasing lions ran every dog from the palace.

Now the lions were very happy living with the king, but not the
king living with lions. Again the call goes out to the wise men,
they say this is easy, they bring in elephants. The lion-chasing elephants run every lion from the palace.
“The elephants were very, very happy living with the king. But the
king was most unhappy living with elephants. How do you get rid
of elephants, yelled the king? We can do it, said the wise men. We
will do it right away. They brought back all the mice.” The elephant-chasing mice went right to work and ran every elephant
from the palace.
The king was right back where he started… mice everywhere…
eating his cheese. “What am I going to do? For three long days the
king sat and asked himself that question. After three days of thinking, he thought of the only answer. Calling the mice together, the
king made a deal, “I’ll learn to get along with you. You’ll learn to
get along with me.”
“From then on, the king shared his cheese with the mice… and the
mice learned to eat with very nice manners.”
Jesus tells a story of relationship and purpose in Mark 4: 1-9. It is
a story about simple seeds and their quest to survive. After telling
this story, it’s interesting that Jesus concludes with the statement,
“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
Could it be that the mysteries of life, those complex solutions,
eluding answers, and that indistinguishable knowledge is hiding
in plain view among the simple things in life. Is the prophet
speaking to us today as a nation when he states in Ezekiel 12:2,
“Son of man, thou dewellest in the midst of a rebellious house,
which have eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and
hear not: for they are a rebellious house.”

The Christian Reader welcomes your articles, church and community news,
special events and advertisements. Call or Write us today!

(386) 672-7845
P.O. Box 9604 • Daytona Beach, FL 32120
TheChristianReader@cfl.rr.com
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Minister Junior Tucker Rocks Local Church ‘inna Jamaican Stylee!
On Sunday, Sept. 17th, Jamaican gospel artist
Minister Junior Tucker rocked worshippers at Jesus
People Life Changing Church (JPLCC) located in
Gainesville, FL, where he performed praise & worship songs in authentic Jamaican style from his new
album entitled “Victory” and from his previous
album “Sold Out.” A tremendous crowd attended
this extraordinary service and ALL were on their
feet dancing the entire time as Minister Tucker performed in an amazing contemporary reggae genre!
JPLCC’s Minister Michelle Cooper (Minister of
Music), and Minister Sharlene Heyward (the
Children’s Church Toddler Director), presented the
young children performing an awesome praise
dance alongside the choir as they sang Donnie
McClurkin’s “Caribbean Medley” which set the
right tone for Minister Tucker’s performance. “I
love coming to Gainesville and can’t wait to come
back again to do a concert with other Caribbean
gospel artists!” exclaimed Minister Tucker.
In the secular reggae arena Junior Tucker is one of
Jamaica’s famous reggae artists. He has performed
worldwide, and when I was a young adult in New
York City, I can remember his shows being promoted and advertised all over the city. He has since
then journeyed through his own “Damascus Road”
experience where he accepted Jesus Christ into his
life. He left the secular music scene and became a
licensed minister of the gospel, and now is a major
force to contend with in the Caribbean gospel arena.
He accurately states his personal walk with the Lord
on his latest gospel hit “Determined” where he tells
the devil, “Satan ya buck up on a Warrior, ‘cause me
a Duppy (Jamaican term for Demon) Conqueror!”
Pastor Horace Mingo, Senior Pastor of JPLCC,
introduced Minister Tucker as an awesome Man of
God and even tried to imitate a Jamaican accent (he
hails from Miami) where he stated “Ya gonna love
‘dis music mon!” which had everyone laughing and
appreciating Pastor Mingo opening his heart and his
church to this genre of gospel music, that is quickly
spreading throughout the country. Pastor Mingo’s
sermon on Abundant Living enlightened the Saints
of God, and the service concluded in a highly
anointed deliverance movement of the Holy Spirit,
which was awesome seeing people being healed and
delivered right before your eyes! Prophetess
Luretha Mingo, the First Lady of JPLCC was

instructed by the Holy Spirit to give accurate
prophetic words to those who wanted to hear from
God during this service.

Caribbean Community & Business
Leaders Attend Service
Along with JPLCC members, there were in attendance Caribbean Community Business Leaders
from Gainesville, such as Collin Charles and Omar
Fletcher, and from South Florida such as Tanya
Ragbeer, Rosemarie Mitchell, and Marvin
“Geneman” Stovell, who came from Atlanta. They
had the following to say about the service:
• Collin Charles, Real Estate Investor and CEO of
Shared Dreams Productions, a Gainesville based
music production company. “It was a tremendous
event, Minister Tucker was great! I look forward
to more events such as this!” exclaimed Charles,
who represents the island of Antigua.
• Omar Fletcher, Owner of Reggae Shack, a
Jamaican restaurant and Reggae Shack
Entertainment, a record label, located in
Gainesville. “Minister Tucker really had the
crowd!” remarks Fletcher.
• Ms. Tanya Ragbeer, President of the Greater
Caribbean-American Chamber of Commerce
(www.gcacc.com) whose mission is to encourage,
promote and advance the economic, cultural and
general welfare of the Caribbean American
Community in South Florida by providing charitable, civic, educational, social and public
opportunities that will foster and stimulate these
objectives among businesses and individuals
alike. Ms Ragbeer is also Vice President and Sr.
Branch Manager of Bank United, FSB, in
Lauderdale Lakes, FL. She represents the island of
Jamaica and stated “It felt so good seeing our
music appreciated and I felt like I was in a church
back home in Jamaica!” “I didn’t know that Junior
Tucker was a minister now, I remembered him as
a secular artist and it’s really good seeing him perform gospel! I also appreciated Pastor Mingo’s
sermon on prosperity which is something our people need to hear more often.”
• Ms. Rosemarie Mitchell, also a Jamaican
native is CEO of Strictly Positive Vibes
(www.spvibes.com), an entertainment company

Lisa Canton, President
Kulcha Gospel, International

that provides positive entertainment via tours
throughout the US and the Caribbean. Ms
Mitchell says “I really enjoyed Minister Tucker
and look forward to working with him in the
future!” Ms. Mitchell is also the founder of the
Caribbean Gospel Alliance which is a non-profit
ministry that assists Caribbean gospel artists in
crossing over to mainstream markets, protecting
their trademarks, updating them on copyright
laws, educating the artists about recording their
record sales, and all other entities of the gospel
music industry. Some of the artists she has
promoted on her tours are Stitchie (Jamaica),
Jospeh Niles (Barbados), Chevelle Franklyn
(Jamaica), and The Grace Thrillers (Jamaica), just
to name a few.
• Marvin “Geneman” Stovell, a Caribbean gospel
artist (www.geneman.bm) who represents the
island of Bermuda, recently relocated to the
United States from Bermuda and wanted to see
the live performance of Minister Tucker.
“Geneman” as he is affectionately called, loved
the performance and admired Minister Tucker’s
achievements in Caribbean gospel. “I met
Minister Tucker at a previous Marlin Awards
(Bahamas) event and he came to the stage putting
God first! I admired that and it was great seeing
him again!”
You can go to www.juniortucker.com to find out
more details about Minister Junior Tucker’s testimony and ministry and listen to some of his music.
If you want more info on Caribbean, African, and
Latin gospel music, artists and ministries; or if your
ministry/church is presenting or embracing
Caribbean, African and Latin-based ministries, and
you would like to have the event showcased, please
send an email to kulchagospel@hotmail.com.
Sister Lisa Canton, Founder of KULCHA
GOSPEL, is also the President of the CaribbeanAmerican Business Association of Gainesville
(CABAG) and is currently in ministerial training.
She will be a periodic contributing writer to the
Christian Reader on Caribbean, African, and Latinbased ministries. To contact her send an email to
kulchagospel@hotmail.com, or you can write to
P.O. Box 140282, Gainesville, FL 32614-0282.
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FOLEY HELPED BUSH DISFRANCHISE
FLORIDA BLACK VOTERS
When told about the sex antics of flamed out GOP star Mark Foley, a
flushed and indignant President Bush professed shock and disgust to
reporters in Stockton, California. Bush’s shock
and disgust was undoubtedly heartfelt given the
magnitude of the sleaze and the mortal election
year danger it posed to House Republican leadership, and Republican candidates. But Bush was
anything but indignant six years ago at Foley, and
for good reason. Foley played a pivotal role in
sealing Bush’s much-disputed snatch of the
White House. He helped shove thousands of
dubious votes into the Bush column in his home
district of Palm Beach County, Florida. And he
enraged thousands of Democratic leaning black,
Jewish, and elderly voters by passionately and
publicly defending the manipulation, exclusion,
and possible outright fraud of their votes.

same time defended it by implying that there was a stealth core of
Reform Party backers in the County.

That was three times greater than the total that he received in any other
Florida county, and made up 20 percent of his total for the entire state.
That stretched the bound of political reality past the outer limit.
Though Foley had won easy election victories in his district, Palm
Beach County with its mostly Democratic top-heavy number of
Jewish, and black voters was considered a near lock for Gore.
Buchanan’s borderline race baiting, anti-Semitic tinged barbs were
well known, and roundly despised. The several thousand votes that he
got even stunned him. He publicly quipped that the votes weren’t his
and probably should have gone to Gore. But they didn’t, and Foley
helped see to that. He quickly brushed aside any notion of vote hanky
panky and branded the claim that voters were hoodwinked to vote for
Buchanan as nonsensical.

Foley was amply rewarded for his tireless service to Bush’s dubious
Florida win. He got a plum spot on the House Ways and Means
Committee, and worked as right hand man to the equally disgraced
former House majority leader Tom DeLay.

Foley didn’t stop there. He publicly defied Gore to prove that there
was anything to the complaints of thousands of elderly black voters
who almost certainly intended to vote for Gore, but because of the ballot hieroglyphic had their votes miscounted.
Foley well knew that even the smallest change in the vote totals would
affect the outcome of the race. A manual recount would have been a
disaster for Bush especially if the deeply suspect Buchanan votes were
tossed.

BlackNews.com columnist Earl Ofari Hutchinson is a political analyst
and social issues commentator, and the author of The Emerging Black
GOP Majority (Middle Passage Press, September 2006), a hard-hitting
look at Bush and The GOP’s court of black voters. For order information, see www.blackgopbook.com

He demanded an end to the lawsuits, and appeals,
and implored the Secretary of State to officially certify the vote. The rest of course is history. Thanks to
a pro Bush U.S. Supreme Court decision that specifically tossed the Gore camp’s flagship lawsuit
against the Palm Beach registrars, the disputed votes
were never recounted, and the controversial ballots
weren’t voided. And Bush got his wafer thin 537vote victory in Florida, and the White House.

Bush paid a huge price for the victory that Foley
helped stage-manage. Florida became the eternal
symbol of black voter disgust and disfranchisement.
That imprinted the indelible image of the
Republicans as corrupt, mean-spirited, anti-civil
rights, and racially insensitive. The Florida vote
A week after the election, with the air thick with
hopelessly alienated civil rights leaders, the
lawsuits, court challenges, and accusations by
Congressional Black Caucus, and thousands of
Democrats of voter fraud, Foley took to the airEarl Ofari Hutchinson
black voters. They have waged relentless political
waves and delivered the Republicans weekly
warfare against Bush since then. Meanwhile,
radio address. He flatly demanded that wrangling
over the vote count should end. By then national attention and court Foley’s tight toe of the Bush legislative policy line in the House has
challenges, focused to the faulty ballot design and the vote count in earned him bottom grades from the NAACP on civil rights, labor and
Palm Beach County. Reform Party candidate Pat Buchanan had gotten economic issues. He got an F grade on the NAACP’s 2006 Civil
Rights Legislative Report Card.
nearly three thousand votes there.

During the days the debate raged over the vote, Foley launched a oneman spin crusade against the Democrats. He blamed outside agitators
and “political operatives” for interfering in Florida’s vote. He claimed
that any suggestion that the vote was unfair insulted his constituents.
He downplayed the significance of the vote for Buchanan, and at the

The corporate and Republican National Committee money spigot
flowed in torrents for his Congressional re-election campaigns and an
aborted Senate run. Though Bush never publicly back patted Foley for
helping deliver Florida and the White House to him, he didn’t have to.
GOP leaders showed their gratitude for his singular service to Bush’s
election by showering favors on him, up to and including their see-noevil; hear no evil denial of his sexual hijinks. So far, they’ve still
professed no disgust at that.
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