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African American students read below the sixth grade
level. When these students find themselves in high
school, unequipped to meet the rigors of algebra,
biology, literature, and other first year subjects, they
begin to seriously consider dropping out. It is at this
critical moment that Dr. Kunjufu seeks to save them.

Chicago, IL - The social net for high school dropouts is
gone forever. When the manufacturing base in the U.S.
was strong, a young man could drop out of high school
and safely land at a factory with an $18 an hour job.
Today, young African American males are dropping out
of high school at the highest rate of any group with only
a net of barbed wire to catch them.

Who’s To Blame?

According
to
Jawanza Kunjufu,
national education
consultant
and
author of the newly
released Reducing
the Black Male
Dropout
Rate,
ninth grade is the
critical year for
making
the
decision
to
physically drop
out, but the
seeds
were
planted much
earlier
and
nurtured by
academic failure.

What We Can Do

The dropout rate for African American females is 41
percent, but for African American males it’s 52 percent.
According to Education Week 26 (“Diplomas Count
2008”), each year, more than half of the 1.2 million
students who fail to graduate from high school are
Black and Latino. The Schott Foundation reports that
2,000 high schools in 20 cities are contributing to
almost 80 percent of the dropout rate.
“The causes are many, but academic failure, social
promotions, grade padding, poor teacher quality, low
parental involvement, and post traumatic slavery
disorder lead the way,” says Dr. Kunjufu.
Eighty-nine percent of African American eighth graders
compute below grade level. Many of these students are
socially promoted to ninth grade, despite the fact that
they are not ready. In low-income high schools, half of

There is no shortage of finger pointing in the media
regarding the Black male dropout crisis. Dr. Kunjufu
relates one study where school staff blamed parents and
students - and parents and students blamed school staff.
Dr. Kunjufu takes all stakeholders to task - schools, the
community, parents, and students. “There is plenty of
blame to go around, plenty of responsibility that must
be shared if we are to reduce the dropout rate,” says Dr.
Kunjufu. “It’s all too easy to blame schools, but schools
only have children nine percent of the time. It’s also
easy to blame the victims in this crisis, Black males.
But they desperately need our help.”
Dr. Kunjufu lays out a comprehensive blueprint, and
challenge, to schools, communities, parents, and
students. The following highlights the major changes
that must take place to get Black male students up to
speed academically and to prevent them from dropping
out:

Schools:
* Reduce principal and teacher turnover
* Improve teacher quality
* Implement a right brain Africentric curriculum
* Implement a school improvement plan with higher
graduation and GPA targets
* Make schools safe

Communities:

* Implement Saturday Academies
* Churches adopt schools
* Make communities safe
* Increase the number of Black male mentors

Parents:

* Read to children, and have them read aloud (daily)
* Single mothers, keep the boyfriend out of the house
* Fathers, be a consistent, strong presence in your son’s life
* Adopt an authoritative style of parenting

Students:

* Choose friends wisely
see BLUEPRINT page 14
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FROM GOD’S CORNER
“EVERY CHURCH NEEDS
AN USHER”
By Aundra Bryant
Tallahassee, Florida
A few years ago,
millionaire John H.
Johnson
died
in
Chicago,
Illinois.
Johnson was known for
his exceptional business skills because he started Jet and
Ebony Magazines. When Johnson passed, Black Television
Talk Show Host Tavis Smiley said that “All of us need
someone like John Johnson to help to usher us in when
society has seemingly closed the door on our future”. John
H. Johnson borrowed some money from his mother and with
hard work, determination and the grace of God he was able
to rise to national prominence in the United States.
As my mind pondered over the life of John H.
Johnson, Paul’s letter to the Romans Chapter 10: 14-15
which says “But how can they call on him in whom they
have not believed? And how can they believe without
hearing about him? And how can they hear without a
preacher? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As
it is written, how welcome are the feet of those who
announce the gospel of good things”. Brothers and sisters, I
love good praying and good singing but they are just
preparing us to receive the Word of God. This may be
shocking to you but there have been some cases where the
choir believes that the only reason the members are coming
is to hear them sing. The prayer invites God’s presence in,
the songs prepares our minds to receive the Word of God, the
offering is our way of giving back to God what he has given
to us and the sermon is when we hear from heaven. All of
these are a part of total worship.
There are three ways in which an usher can be
compared to the Word of God. Firstly, the usher stands at the
door of the church to tell people when to come in and go out.
The Psalmist David said “I would rather be a doorkeeper in
the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of

wickedness”. The preacher, through the Word of
God gives us direction as to what to do? where to
go? when to go? how to go? and who to go with?
David said that “The Word of God is a lamp unto
my feet and a light unto my pathway”. Paul urged
his student Timothy to “Study to show thyself
approved a workman that need not be ashamed
rightly dividing the word of truth”.
Secondly, the usher directs people to their
seat and gives them assistance if they need it. As
the Word of God goes forth, it addresses different
problems and situations that we may be going
through. If we are down the Word picks us up, if
we are sick the Word is a healer and strength to
our physical body, if we are afraid the Word
gives us courage to go on, if we are about to give
up, the Word gives us hope through faith in Jesus
Christ. The usher responsible for keeping order
in the Church and the Word of God tells us that
we must do things decent and in order. When we
are about to do or say something that is against
the will of God or his people, the Word of God
through the Holy Spirit brings those things back
to us that we have been taught.
Finally, you may have notice that when
everyone else is sitting down, the usher remains
standing. The standing by the usher represents
the everlasting power of the Word of God. The
prophet Isaiah said “The grass withers and the
flower fades but the Word of God shall stand
forever”. In our society we see fads and trends
come and go, styles are in and then out,
politicians are elected and then voted out, but the
Word of God shall stand forever. We have a God
that cares about us and his love flowed through
forty two generations to bring salvation to us
through his Son, Jesus Christ. The doors of the
Church are open! Come on in!
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Analysis:
Is the Tea Party
Brewing a Revolution?
By Ron Fournier
Associated Press Guest Columnist
WASHINGTON — They heeded a pamphleteer’s call for
“manly opposition to the machinations of tyranny” — the 60
American colonists who stormed Griffin’s Wharf and
emptied 342 chests of tea into Boston Harbor. And with that,
a revolution brewed.
Now, more than two centuries later, come the angry throngs
of the modern-day tea party.
They’ve gotten the nation’s
attention. Can they foment
their own revolution? Not
yet.
The
Associated
Press
reviewed
tea
party
operations in almost every
state, interviewing dozens of
local organizers as well as
Democratic and Republican
strategists to produce a
portrait of the movement to
date — and its prospects for
tilting this November’s
elections.
The bottom line: Though
amplifying widespread voter anger at the political
establishment, the tea party movement is unlikely to
dramatically affect the congressional elections — unless
their local affiliates forge alliances with Republican
candidates. And how likely is that? Republican operatives
look at the possibility of GOP-tea party collaborations with
some anxiety, and many tea party activists frankly don’t
want to see them.
Born of protest and populism, the United
States is a nation of movements — people
galvanized by causes, summoned with the
latest technologies. But none of those causes
— not abolition, women’s votes, civil rights
or anti-war — was certain to succeed in its
first fateful steps, or even to leave a lasting
mark.

It’s much too early for any long-term verdict on the tea party.
Even defining what short-term success would be for its
members can be a challenge. Let’s begin with what they’re
not. They’re sure not Democrats. But many aren’t thrilled
with the Republicans either.
The tea party itself is not a
political party — and there
are no signs it ever will be.
It has no single issue around
which people rally. It has no
clear leader who drives the
organization’s
message,
motivates followers and
raises money. Indeed, the
hundreds of tea party
chapters and tens of
thousands of its activists
cannot agree on the most
basic strategic goal: whether
to influence the current
political
system
or
dismantle it.
The embryonic movement is not as much a force that drives
public opinion as a reflection of it. “Lot of noise,” says one
senior Republican consultant, “no muscle.” But plenty of
ability to make a scene: The consultant, who is directly
involved in plotting the party’s Senate elections strategy,
insisted his name not be attached to that quote,
concerned about alienating activists.
Many of those activists want nothing to do
with political parties at all. “The day there’s an
organized Tea Party in Wisconsin,” says Mark
Block, who runs tea party rallies in the state,
“is the day the tea party movement dies.”
America’s tea party is a hodgepodge of barely
affiliated groups, a home to the politically
homeless, the fast-growing swath of citizens
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Tea Party - REVOLUTION
continued from page 7

who are frustrated with Washington, their own state capitals
and the two major political parties. Most describe
themselves as conservatives or libertarians.
They don’t like the change wrought by President Barack
Obama and his fellow Democrats in Congress.
Last year’s rise of the tea party closely tracked polls showing
steep declines in the public’s faith in government,
confidence in the nation’s future and approval of Obama and
Congress. Government bailouts and Obama’s trillion-dollar
push to overhaul the U.S. health care system proved too
much for people like Ralph Sprovier, a regional coordinator
for Illinois Tea.
“We’re regular people who are p—-ed off at our government
— period, end of story,” says Sprovier. “Defend us, don’t
spend more than we have, get the budget balanced and listen
to what we say.”
But listening
d o e s n ’ t
guarantee
understanding.
Tea
party
regulars back
candidates
who support
debt reduction.
Or
free
markets.
Or
states’ rights.
Or
civil
liberties. Or
tort reform. Or term limits. Or abolishing federal agencies.
They champion some of these issues — but not always all of
them — and sometimes many more.
Generalizing the movement is a fool’s errand. This we know:
Tea parties know how to produce crowds. In the footsteps of
the pamphleteers of the 1770s, organizers use e-mail, social
networking and other electronic tools to draw enormous
numbers of disaffected Americans together. Some wear
revolutionary-era garb and carry signs bearing the language
of 18th century patriots — “Don’t tread on me!” is a popular
one.
But rally building is no big trick in the era of Twitter and
Facebook, when people with cell phones can summon
crowds from thin air for events as frivolous as snowball
fights and bursts of song.
Beyond rallies, the movement thins out. Too broke to buy a
copy machine, a tea party group in Alaska plucked a copier
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from a landfill.
A chapter in
Kansas lost its
only laptop, and
with
it
the
g r o u p ’ s
membership list.
Unversed
in
m e d i a
management,
two local leaders
suggested in a
nationally broadcast interview that they favored abolishing
Social Security. Democrats quickly assigned that view to the
entire movement.
The organization seems strongest in places where lobbyists
and GOP party operatives like former House Majority
Leader Dick Armey pull levers. Their involvement hardly
squares with the anti-political sentiment that drives grassroots activists like Bill Hennessy.
“I’m not into politics,” the Missouri rally organizer says.
That is one of many differences between tea partiers and past
movements. In the 1990s, a period of voter disenchantment
not unlike today, Ross Perot’s supporters formed a third
party. Perot lost, but he carried enough votes to influence
two presidential races, and his positions on trade and deficit
reduction remained in the political bloodstream.
Perot’s former running mate, Pat Choate, says the tea party
is far from establishing itself as a lasting movement. “The
real test, seems to me, is whether or not they decide to field
candidates,” he says. For many, that’s a tough sell. “I’ve
already been involved in party politics,” says Gia Gallegos
of Reno, Nevada, “I don’t want another party.”
Tea party groups lack the galvanizing issue that made the
anti-tax
movement
a
success in California
decades ago. “I understand
what they’re angry about
because they’re angry about
some of the same things
that I’m angry about,” says
Ken Khachigian, an aide to
Republican presidents who
is now a GOP consultant in
California. “But it’s a
disparate force right now,
and movements don’t have
an effect until they have
some cohesion behind
them.”
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BLUEPRINT

continued from page 3
* Allocate necessary time each day for reading, study,
homework
* Develop a winner’s psychology
* Learn to manage thoughts, emotions, and actions
Reducing the Black Male Dropout Rate is a book of
hope. Dr. Kunjufu challenges Black males to take
responsibility for their own lives. Schools,
communities, and parents can do a lot, but ultimately
change will occur only when African American male
students begin to feel empowered and self-confident
that they can master the school environment.

About the Author - Jawanza Kunjufu
National best selling author of over 30 books and
consultant to most urban school districts. He has been a
guest twice on Oprah and a frequent guest on the
Baisden and Sharpton radio show.
For additional information on Reducing the Black Male
Dropout Rate, contact 1-800-552-1991, Fax (708) 6720466, P.O. Box 1799, Chicago Heights, IL 60412,
Website: www.africanamericanimages.com, Email:
customer@africanamericanimages.com.
All are invited to attend the upcoming “Educating the
African American and Hispanic Male Child National
Conference” conducted by Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu on
May 4-5, 2010. The event is being held at the Hilton
Hotel, 9333 S. Cicero Ave., Oak Lawn, IL 60453.
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MorganStanley
SmithBarney

Faron L. Gallon Joins
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
as a Financial Advisor
Ormond Beach, Fl. – Morgan Stanley Smith
Barney announced today that Faron L. Gallon has
joined the firm as a Financial Advisor. Mr. Gallon
will be located in the Ormond Beach Office (ph:
386-671-2316) reporting to Jeffrey B. Brok,
Branch Office Manager.
“We welcome Faron L. Gallon to the branch and
feel he will make a great addition to our office,”
said Mr. Brok.

Faron L. Gallon, Financial Advisor
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
(386) 671-2316 Direct - faron.gallon@mssb.com

Prior to joining Morgan Stanley Smith Barney,
Mr. Gallon served as a Licensed Financial Sales
Consultant at PNC Bank. Mr. Gallon has been
licensed in the financial services industry for 11

years. As a Financial Advisor with the firm, he will
provide a full suite of financial planning and
investment services to high net worth clients, small
business owners, professional athletes and
individual investors with a primary focus on
retirement and estate planning, asset protection,
managed money, wealth management, private
investments and portfolio management.
As a graduate of The Citadel, the military college of
South Carolina with a BA, in Mathematics, Mr.
Gallon has also achieved the Chartered Financial
Consultants (ChFC) designation through The
American College, the Chartered Retirement
Planning Counselor (CRPC) designation through
the College of Financial Planning in Denver, CO.
and is a life time member of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW). He also served in the U.S. Navy as a
Lieutenant in “Operation Desert Shield”.
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, a global leader in
wealth management, provides access to a wide
range of products and services to individuals,
businesses and institutions, including brokerage and
investment advisory services, financial and wealth
planning, credit and lending, cash management,
annuities and insurance, retirement and trust.
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Inspired By Love
I’ve been Redeem
(Therefore I Give Back)

By Isaac E. Williams,
President, Inspired By Love
of North Florida, Inc.
For more information about Inspired by Love of
North Florida (IBL), please call us at 850-363-0639
or visit our website:

Here are some examples of our Prison Art creations.
We sell tee shirts and posters of these pictures below and many more.
Check the website for more illustrations of our artwork.

www.InspiredByLoveMinistry.com.

MEET OUR VICE PRESIDENT

Reverend Lenny C. Marshall

Greetings!
I have been
involved with the organization
since its inception. I serve as
the Vice President of which I
involve myself with the
administrative operations.
I firmly believe in what the
ministry serves to do. This
ministry has the sole purpose
of providing a much needed
service to the incarcerated to
give
them
hope,
an
opportunity, and another
chance to become effective
members of society. We use
the basic vehicle of God’s word that being the bible to open
the door to those who are in prison to a world of new
blessings.
Once they commit within themselves to receive the word and
what God has for them we avail them to a host of resources
that help them through the process. There is no limit that one
can stay a client in “Inspired by Love”, but we do track their
progress so to speak to encourage their new way of life. The
majority of our operations are headed up by the President
Isaac Williams and we stand with him with great loyalty in
what his vision for the organization is. We are constantly
researching and seeking ways to gain financial and
operational support and we encourage and are open to
networking with those who can assist us.
Blessings,
Rev. Lenny C. Marshall – BSW MDiV FMC
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PHEN KICKS-OFF FATHER’S DAY RALLY TO RAISE
PROSTATE CANCER AWARENESS
— Black Churches set to take part in this year’s event “Joining Hands in
Prayer to Save Lives” —
Boston, MA (BlackNews.com) — The Prostate Health Education
Network (PHEN) has announced that it will lead a nationwide
“Father’s Day Rally Against Prostate Cancer,” in partnership with
churches across the country, on Sunday, June 20th, 2010. The
Rally, whose theme is “Joining Hands in Prayer to Save Lives,” is
aimed at increasing knowledge and awareness about the African
American prostate cancer crisis.
This event will take place within
each church during their regular
services. Congregations will
recognize prostate cancer
survivors, their families, as well as
the loved ones of those men who
have died from the disease. The
churches will offer a special
prayer of love and healing to all
whose lives have been impacted
by prostate cancer. PHEN, and
local
organizations,
will
additionally provide each church
with materials for distribution
that all men and women can use
to help increase family education
about prostate cancer.
This national Rally is modeled
after the highly successful
partnership with churches in
Massachusetts on Father’s Day of
last year. “Our Rally was a great
success and we are looking
forward to participating again this
year,” said Rev. Dr. John Borders,
Pastor, Morningstar Baptist Church in Boston, MA, whose church
was a Rally participant.
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Rocky Mount, North Carolina has
already registered to participate in 2010. “The rally meets a need
within our community and it is a perfect addition to our men’s
program, which will be held on Father’s Day,” said the Church’s
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Thomas Walker.
Thomas A. Farrington, PHEN president and a prostate cancer
survivor, said “There is a critical lack of knowledge about prostate
cancer in Black America that is needlessly causing deaths and

suffering that we must change. The Father’s Day Rally will help
increase knowledge that is vital to change at the grass roots level
where it is most needed.”
PHEN invites all churches, local organizations and survivors to
join hands across the country and
make this Rally a highly visible and
effective joint effortwithin Black
communities, which are most
impacted by prostate cancer.
Churches can register to
participate
online
at
www.RAPCancer.org and they will
receive
details
about
participating.
About the Rally Against Prostate
Cancer
African American men are
diagnosed with prostate cancer at
a rate 60% higher and have a
death rate 150% higher than all
other men. This is the largest racial
disparity for any type of cancer.
The Father’s Day Rally is a part of
PHEN’s RAP Cancer initiative,
which was launched in 2008. RAP
Cancer mobilizes prostate cancer
survivors with the resources to
help others, and outreaches
through PHEN online television
programming,
community
television stations, radio and
internet broadcasts. This broad
“grassroots” effort reaches men and their families with
education and awareness information and support with the
understanding that knowledge is the best defense against
prostate cancer. PHEN is a 501c3 organization founded in 2003
by Thomas A. Farrington a prostate cancer survivor and author of
the books “Battling the Killer Within” and “Battling the Killer
Within and Winning.”
For more information contact:
jpfarrington@prostatehealthed.org, or call Amy Skinner at (781)
487-2239.
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The First Coast African American Chamber of Commerce
Chamber follows up on
promise to promote

“Community of Practice”
The First Coast African
American Chamber of
Commerce has moved
one step closer to a
community of practice
as a follow up to the
12th Annual Heritage
Breakfast. Dr. Carlton
Lamar Robinson has
used mentoring and
e m p l o y m e n t
development programs
over the past three
years to demonstrate
Dr. Carlton Lamar Robinson how the community
can work together
President - FCAACC
t h r o u g h
entrepreneurship to impact social issues. For example,
at the breakfast Dr. Robinson spoke about a community
resource center. This vision was shared by a small
business owner, Gideon Charles/Owner of LINKDAT.
Over the past two years the two gentlemen have shared
and exchanged visions on how they could give back to
the Northwest Jacksonville community. Those visions
became a reality in
the month of
March when Mr.
Gideon Charles
celebrated
by
partnering with the
First Coast African
A m e r i c a n
Chamber
of
Commerce
to
provide an up-todate
computer
resource center for
the
local
community.

Dr. Carlton Lamar Robinson & Mr. Gedeon Charles
Owner of LINKDAT

This partnership demonstrates that community
development programs can have a positive impact.
When Mr. Gideon Charles started his business over
seven years ago, resources advised that he did not have
a viable business plan and he was often discouraged in
his early days. Dr. Robinson, through a mentoring
program funded by WorkSource, continued to work
with Mr. Gideon Charles on expanding his business
through adding people and community contribution.
Three years later his business is expanding and he is
well known in the community. There are several
neighborhoods in the area that have no internet and
many in the area do not own a home computer. Mr
Gideon Charles employs himself and both of his sons.
Dr. Robinson noted that he has more success stories
from the First Coast African American Chamber of
Commerce mentoring program that demonstrate
success in the community.
The partnership hopes to achieve the following goals:
1. Serve as a business resource for the local community
equipped with internet and business training.
2. Work with the Northeast Florida Community Acton
Agency to help train up to 40 participants
(unemployed/underemployed) in quickbooks and excel
to make them more employable.
Location:
9016 Lem Turner Road, Jacksonville,FL 32208

904-652-1500
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Another Calling…
Another Source of Healing

Dr. Ronald L. Fulmore Has Been Called
to Pastor a Church
This past Easter Sunday, Dr. Ronald L. Fulmore walked in to a
new place of healing, not one of his chiropractic or wellness
centers, but his new church that hails him as Pastor. A new
congregation of Christian believers along with their new pastor
known for his big smile, walked through the doors of Keep Your
Eyes on Jesus Ministries for the first time with the goal of
resurrecting lives. The church was worshipping in the home of
Dr. Fulmore for months before locating to 827 West Lyman
Avenue, Winter Park, Florida 32792. The church’s phone
number is (407) 637-7279.
Dr. Fulmore was ordained nine months as a Pastor, and he feels
his new position is right in line with what he has been doing all his professional live – healing folks. “I have
been healing people with my hands from all types of sickness. From my times I have spent with people, they
have shared with me their inward concerns, fears, sorrows and troubles. God has now blessed me with a
ministry that gives me yet another tool to heal.”
Dr. Fulmore has been providing chiropractic
services for 21 years at Fulmore’s Chiropractic
Centers, located in Altamonte Springs, Orlando, and
Deland, Florida. He is also a trained expert in Laser
Therapy, Acupuncture, Organ Analysis, and
Nutrition Consulting. Ronald Fulmore is a Vietnam
era veteran who served time in the U.S. Army for his
country.
“I know this is my season to give back. I have been
blessed with a loving heart and a desire to help other.
God has given me a message and the desire to teach
others.” Ronald’s comes from a family of healers.
His wife is an occupational therapist, his son will be
joining him as a chiropractor, and his daughter is
finishing up her degree in physics and science to
pursue a medicine career.
Our doors are open to everyone… every age, every
color, every economic level, all are welcome. I love
all people and have been successful in serving all
people over the years. I know God will bless our
efforts to help other just as He has done over the
years..
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PRESIDENT OBAMA OFFICIALLY LAUNCHES HAFA
SHORT SALE PROGRAM ON APRIL 5TH
— New federal government program helps homeowners sell their homes via short sale
or deed-in-lieu of foreclosure. —
Washington, DC - On April 5, 2010, the Obama
Administration and the U.S. Treasury Department
officially activated the HAFA (Home Affordable
Foreclosure Alternatives) program, which gives
struggling homeowners incentives to take advantage of
two alternative options to foreclosure. A helpful web
site, www.WhatIsHAFA.org, has already been launched
to explain the program.
Through the program, homeowners are encouraged to
do a short sale - in which the borrower and the
mortgage servicer agree to sell the home for less than
the value of the loan. They can also do a deed-in-lieu of
foreclosure, in which the homeowner voluntarily gives
the deed of the property to the servicer.
Incentives include being fully released from future

liability for the first mortgage debt, and $1,500 for
borrower relocation assistance. There also incentives
for investors and the lenders.
As the United States continues to experience one of the
worst economic downturns ever, foreclosure filings
continue to rise - especially amongst minority families.
In 2009, a record 2.8 million homes went into
foreclosure, and the filings in 2010 are estimated to
reach up to 3.5 million. Experts say that foreclosure
activity will likely remain high until at least the end of
2012.
Although controversial amongst many industry leaders,
some are optimistic that the HAFA program can
drastically reduce the amount of foreclosure filings and
rebuild the housing marketing one mortgage at a time.
Homeowners find the program attractive because it
does not affect their credit report as adversely as a
foreclosure does.
For more details about the program and to learn how to
apply, homeowners should visit:
HAFA Resources
info@whatishafa.org
www.WhatIsHAFA.org
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