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MEN OF TOMORROW 2011
“A Tradition of Excellance Continues”
This year the Gamma Mu Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc will hold its 15th biennial presentation of
Men of Tomorrow. This program is held alternately with the
Debutante Cotillion that highlights young ladies in the Volusia
County area.
The Gamma Mu Omega Men of Tomorrow program was
launched in 1980 with the goal of helping to develop wellrounded, successful African-American male leaders and began
as a fundraising activity that was modeled after a program that
a chapter member witnessed in the Miami area. As the
chapter’s program developed it included competitive talent
shows, Black experience projects, community service
activities, educational workshops, cultural and social events.
In 1992 the Rites of passage ceremony was added to the
program its purpose to celebrate manhood and underscore the
responsibilities of men in the African-American family.
More than 200 young men have been presented to the
community as future leaders and many have come back to help
bring others forward. They have earned college degrees;
become businessmen, ministers, military men, law
enforcement officers, educators, husbands and fathers.
This year’s programs include 19 young men who are either
Darryl A. Barrs,
juniors or seniors in high schools throughout Volusia County. President / CEO of
The Theme chosen by the participants is “Creating Meaning
Program Success is
Within Our Lives For Global Leadership Tomorrow”.
The chapter emphasizes heavy involvement from both the
young men and their parents realizing that the service offered
by the sorority is a supplement to the hard work the parents
have put into raising these wonderful young men.
The participants have been involved in a number of activities
this year including attendance of the performance of
Dreamgirls at Bethune-Cookman University, assisting in the
Chiles Academy Community Garden and attending a series of
workshops facilitated by local male role models.
The workshops included topics such as Dialogue on Manhood,
Personal Perfection: Health, Hygiene and Etiquette, How to tie
a tie, How to prepare a resume, Defining Success: Time
management and organization and Financial Planning.
The Rites of Passage Ceremony will take place on Saturday,
June 11, 2011 and serve as an opportunity to connect the young
men to their African heritage and to receive special blessings
from family and friends. The final presentation is the
culmination of months of activities and will take place on

presented by
Belinda Williams
Collins a Certificate
of Appreciation for
leading the 2011
Men of Tomorrow
Workshop titled
“Defining Success”
Saturday, June 25, 2011 at the Daytona Beach Hilton. It is a
formal presentation that will include ballroom and salsa
dancing by the young men, their escorts and parents. Both
events will be held at the Daytona Beach Hilton located at 100
North Atlantic Avenue. The public is welcome to attend the
Rites of Passage and the formal presentation. Tickets for the
Rites of Passage Ceremony and luncheon are $35. All other
events are free of charge.
Committee Chair – Salina Davis Hamilton; Co-Chair— Lekita
Howard; Chapter president— Mae Frances Davis. For more
information call 386-589-7175.
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Don’t Melt Down

As an entrepreneur, you’re probably either slightly
frazzled, mildly frayed or full-on exhausted.
Overwork went straight to Douglas Heddings’ back. The
founder of Heddings Property Group in New York City,
Heddings has suffered from chronic stress-related back pain for
more than a decade. Even as he recuperated from spine surgery,
the pace didn’t let up. His inbox filled at the rate of 50 e-mails
per hour. The back problem “has a great deal to do with the fact
that I feel I have to be on call 24/7,” Heddings says.
“This is not good for my
mental and physical wellbeing.”
Researchers agree. Frequent
long hours can increase stress
and touch off a host of health
hazards, including insomnia
and high blood pressure. Poor
decision-making starts to
creep in. And unlike your
laptop, your system doesn’t
have an internal fan to cool it
down.
A 2006 study at the University
of California, Irvine found
that chronic workweeks of
more than 51 hours can triple
the risk of hypertension. And,
after looking over the data
from a British study of civil
servants, Marianna Virtanen
of the Finnish Institute of
Occupational Health found
that workdays of 11 or 12 hours increase the risk of coronary
events by 56 percent. Stress is the culprit, triggering the release
of hormones that help contribute to plaque build-up inside
arteries. Long days were also linked to sleep problems and
depression.
Constant work can lead to what the Japanese call karoshi—
death by overwork. Researchers in Japan have found a link
between long hours, high blood pressure, heart disease and an
unhealthy lifestyle—no exercise, sleeplessness, poor eating
habits, fewer medical visits and increased anxiety and strain.
Sound familiar?

Time Out
As the old management-world adage says, work expands to fill
the available time. Unless you set boundaries, all of your time
becomes available time. “If someone gets overloaded, fatigued
and bombarded with stimuli at all hours, at some point they’re
going to suffer from decreased cognitive function, fatigue,
difficulty concentrating and decreased ability to process
information and make decisions,” says Dr. Michael Komie, a
professor at the Chicago
School of Professional
Psychology. “It’s the same
as pilots who are overfatigued.” But unlike pilots,
there are no rules governing
how
many
hours
entrepreneurs can spend
working each day.

A starter set of rules
Whether
you’re
ruleresistant or just not sure
where to start, we’ve got
your back. Jump-start your
new
time-protection
measures with the following
tips and tricks:

Set rules for tools.
Turn off the auto-download
on your e-mail inbox and
smartphone. Instead, check
e-mail manually on a set
schedule. Researchers recommend a max of four e-mail checks
per day. Yes, four. Per day. At night? Turn the e-mail off.

Track your output. Take notes on the ups and downs of
your productivity. A productivity diary will help you learn to
recognize when you need to stop.

Shut down and go home. Even if you work from home,
mark the end of your workday with a daily ritual—a clear
signal that your professional day is behind you. It can be as
simple as turning off your computer and the lights, or turning
your coffee mug upside down. (Just make sure it’s empty first.)
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Black Survivors Struggle to Recover
From Deadly Twisters in the South

It was bad enough that a tornado obliterated Derrick Keef’s house. Worse still was the heartbreaking
scavenger hunt for his most priceless possessions strewn across the devastated neighborhood. His guns
were in the ruins of a neighbor’s home. A Christmas heirloom shared space in a ditch with broken glass
and jagged nails. And his seven-year-old son’s bike - one of the few toys he could salvage - was pinned
under a car a block away.
“I’ve been going from lot to lot finding stuff,” he said as he rifled through debris in Concord, Alabama,
in search of a family photo album. “It’s like CSI.” As crews combed the remains of houses and
neighborhoods pulverized by the nation’s deadliest tornado outbreak in nearly four decades, survivors
were left trying to figure out how to put their lives back together.
At least 297 were killed across six states in Wednesday’s outbreak. President Barack Obama traveled
to Tuscaloosa to view storm damage and met with Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley and shattered
families. President Obama signed a disaster declaration for the state to provide federal aid to those who
seek it.
Those who took shelter as the storms descended trickled back to their homes, ducking police
roadblocks and fallen limbs and power lines to reclaim their belongings. They struggled with no
electricity and little help from stretched-thin law enforcement. And they were frustrated by the nearconstant presence of gawkers who drove by in search of a cell-phone camera picture - or worse, a
trinket to take home.
“It’s just devastation. I’ve never seen this,” said Sen. Richard Shelby during a visit to storm-ravaged Tuscaloosa. “This is the worst tornado
devastation I’ve ever seen.” The storms did the brunt of their damage in Alabama. More than two-thirds of the victims lived there, and large
cities bore the scars of half-mile-wide twisters that rumbled through. The high death toll seems surprising in the era of Doppler radar and precise
satellite forecasts. But the storms were just too wide and too powerful to avoid a horrifying body count.
As many as a million homes and businesses there were without power, and Bentley said 2,000 National Guard troops had been activated to help.
The governors of Mississippi and Georgia also issued emergency declarations for parts of their states. “We can’t control when or where a terrible
storm may strike, but we can control how we respond to it,” Obama said. “And I want every American who has been affected by this disaster
to know that the federal government will do everything we can to help you recover and we will stand with you as you rebuild.”
The storms seemed to hone in on populated areas by hugging the interstate highways and obliterating neighborhoods and even entire towns from
Tuscaloosa to Bristol, Va. Concord, a small town outside Birmingham, was so devastated that authorities closed it down to keep out
rubberneckers. Randy Guyton’s family, which lived in a stately home at the base of a hill in the center of Concord, rushed to the basement
garage, piled into a Honda Ridgeline and listened to the roar as the twister devoured the house in seconds. Afterward, they saw outside through
the shards of their home and scrambled out. “The whole house caved in on top of that car,” he said. “Other than my boy screaming to the Lord
to save us, being in that car is what saved us.”
Alabama emergency management officials in a news release early Friday said the state had 210 confirmed deaths. There were 33 deaths in
Mississippi, 33 in Tennessee, 15 in Georgia, five in Virginia and one in Kentucky. Hundreds if not thousands of people were injured - 800 in
Tuscaloosa alone. The loss of life is the
greatest from an outbreak of U.S. tornadoes
since April 1974, when the weather service
said 315 people were killed by a storm that
swept across 13 Southern and Midwestern
states.
Some of the worst damage was in
Tuscaloosa, a city of more than 83,000 that
is home to the University of Alabama. The
storms destroyed the city’s emergency
management center, so the school’s BryantDenny Stadium was turned into a makeshift
one. School officials said two students were
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killed, though they did not say how they died. Finals were
canceled and commencement was postponed.
Shaylyndrea Jones, 22, had expected to graduate from the
University of Alabama that weekend with a degree in sports
science. Instead, she spent that Thursday moving out of her
ruined apartment, where she rode out the storm huddled in a
hallway. But graduation suddenly isn’t so important - she’s
just thankful she and her roommates survived the night. “It
was the scariest thing I’ve been through,” she said. “We were
saying our prayers as it was coming down the street.”
Police used bullhorns to tell people not to cross the tape to a
neighborhood they were searching. On the other side, people
were walking over glass, through pools of water, endless piles
of debris and smashed cars. The city imposed a 10 p.m.
curfew for Thursday and an 8 p.m. limit for Friday.
Search and rescue teams fanned out to dig through the rubble of devastated communities that bore eerie similarities to the Gulf Coast after
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, when town after town lay flattened for nearly 90 miles. Authorities in Concord and elsewhere even painted the same
“X” symbols they did in New Orleans to mark which homes they searched and how many survivors were found.
In Phil Campbell, a small town of 1,000 in northwest Alabama where 26 people died, the grocery store, gas stations and medical clinic were
destroyed by a tornado that Mayor Jerry Mays estimated was a half-mile wide and
traveled some 20 miles. “We’ve lost everything. Let’s just say it like it is,” Mays
said. “I’m afraid we might have some suicides because of this.”
Officials said at least 13 died in Smithville, Miss., where devastating winds ripped
open the police station, post office, city hall and an industrial park with several
furniture factories. Pieces of tin were twined high around the legs of a blue water
tower, and the Piggly Wiggly grocery store was gutted.
At Smithville Cemetery, even the dead were not spared: Tombstones dating to the
1800s, including some of Civil War soldiers, lay broken on the ground. Brothers
Kenny and Paul Long dragged their youngest brother’s headstone back to its
proper place.
At least eight people were killed in Georgia’s Catoosa County, including in Ringgold, where a suspected tornado flattened about a dozen
buildings and trapped an unknown number of people. “It happened so fast I couldn’t think at all,” said Tom Rose, an Illinois truck driver whose
vehicle was blown off the road at I-75 North in Ringgold, near the Tennessee line.
Lisa Rice, owner of S&L Tans in nearby Trenton, survived by
climbing into a tanning bed with her two daughters: Stormy, 19,
and Sky, 21. “We got in it and closed it on top of us,” Rice said.
“Sky said, ‘We’re going to die.’ But, I said, ‘No, just pray. Just
pray, just pray, just pray.’” For 30 seconds, wind rushed around
the bed and debris flew as wind tore off the roof. “Then it just
stopped. It got real quiet. We waited a few minutes and then
opened up the bed and we saw daylight,” she said.
In Tuscaloosa, hundreds of people walked in a long, slow
procession down the town’s main four-lane drag. Some shot
pictures and videos of what had been a bustling community.
Others came to search the wreckage of their homes. Seventythree-year-old Frank Frierson sat on a porch and marveled at the
damage. “It was God up there letting us now that he is the boss,
what he could tear up and what he could destroy,” he said.
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Byron and Dorinda Jay
Owners / Operators
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By Edwina Borders - Ocala, Florida
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Legislature Has No Right Making
It Harder To Vote

blessings of liberty, while they are denied the use of the
only means of securing them â?¦ the ballot.”

By Bill Nelson
Florida’s Senior U.S. Senator.

Some might say this new legislation is a downright
mockery, too, that almost 140 years after her arrest we
still have elected representatives looking for ways to
constrict access to the ballot box.

The Florida Legislature cannot reasonably justify a
measure that would make it harder for a substantial
number of citizens to vote.
No state has a right to make a law, or to enforce an old
statute, if it abridges basic rights of people in whom the
Constitution vests power.
How, then, can the Florida Legislature reasonably justify
a measure now at hand - one that absolutely would make
it harder for a substantial number of citizens to vote?
Current law allows early voting for a 14-day period in
advance of an election. That would be shortened to just
six days.
And while a few days less in which to vote may seem like
a trivial difference, consider that about one-third of all
votes in Florida were cast during early voting in the 2008
presidential election year. Early voting is convenient for
voters, especially in a state like Florida with a large
population of seniors who may not want, or be able, to
wait in long lines on Election Day.
Current law also allows registered voters, such as college
students or newlyweds with a name or address change, to
cast a ballot. But this new legislation would force these
voters to cast so-called provisional ballots. This would
create an administrative nightmare for the local
supervisor of elections, who must look at each provisional
ballot individually. In 2008, about half of the provisional
ballots in our state ended up not counting toward the final
results.
At one time in our country, women and AfricanAmericans didn’t have the basic right to vote. After being
arrested for casting an illegal vote in the presidential
election of 1872, Susan B. Anthony called it “a downright
mockery to talk to women of their enjoyment of the

The proposal we’re talking about would even penalize
groups that help register new voters.
Any group or organization that conducts a registration
drive - the League of Women Voters, for example - would
have only two days to return registration cards to the
supervisor of elections. If it doesn’t do so within the two
days, it could be fined up to $1,000. And the volunteers
could be fined if mistakes are made in voter applications.
Shortening the time frame and threatening volunteers
with a fine for mistakes is wrong. Most volunteers are
helping people become registered voters.
I happen to believe that in a democracy we should be
making it easier for people to vote, not harder, and not
restricting anyone’s right to vote.
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. once warned that “all
types of conniving methods” can be used to keep people
from becoming registered voters. “The denial of this
sacred right,” he said, “is a tragic betrayal of the highest
mandates of our democratic traditions, and it is
democracy turned upside down.”
It’s true that our own country’s path to democracy hasn’t
been without struggles. Minorities and women fought for
years to have equal rights, including voting privileges.
Why would anyone now take aim at a means for making
voting more convenient and easier for all?
So, let me ask of all members of the Florida Legislature look beyond yourselves, beyond any partisan political
differences, to every citizen in Florida. Give them every
means to exercise the power our Constitution says
belongs to them.

Bill Nelson
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Why Homosexuality Is Wrong
By Clenard H Childress, Jr.
Pastor, The New Calvary Baptist Church
Montclair, NJ

homosexuality reveal it is wrong, not only Biblically, but
physiologically, sociologically, and even violates secular Natural Law
(biologically).
The Biblical warning refers to the obvious natural indicators to deter
mankind from indulging in such behavior. Leviticus 18:22 clearly
warns against men indulging in sexual relationships with other men,
and what God thinks about it. It reads;

The 21st century
has offered new
challenges to the
faith community
and society. We are
faced with social
issues which have
b e c o m e
increasingly more
complex due to
ever
shifting
perceptions
of
behavior
and
relationships.

22) You shall not lie with a man as with a woman; it is an
abomination.
The Apostle Paul writing in his letter to the Romans is even clearer,
for he not only warns men and women about the practice of
homosexuality and lesbianism, but he points out it is against nature,
and that there would be terrible consequences for those ardently
committed to this lifestyle. Romans 1:26-27 says;

In 1954, Dr. Martin Luther King, in his sermon, “Rediscovering Lost
Values,” warned the country of a disturbing trend he perceived among
its citizens Moral Relativism. In the 60s it came under this guise: “If
it feels good, do it! If it doesn’t, do it anyway...” In the 70s it was,
“I’m Okay. You’re Okay.” And these days our children are inculcated
with, “I Am Loveable and Kind!”
Moreover, they are told it matters if more you feel good about
yourself and your choices than what is right. Right and wrong is being
educated out of our children leaving them in a disconnected region of
clearly undefined blurry grays. With great prophetical insight Dr.
King believed that if Moral Relativism was not dealt with, we might
lose the nation he had come to love. That was 57 years ago.
The book in the Bible most reflecting this trend of Moral Relativism
would be the Book of Judges, for it succinctly relates a season in the
history of Israel where “Everyone did what was right in their own
eyes.” To say something is wrong implies there is a standard or a
moral code of ethics or absolutes superseding an individual’s desires.
What we have forgotten as a
nation, and particularly as
African Americans, is what
the champion of the Civil
Rights Movement related in
the above mentioned sermon.
His tenants were that the Ten
Commandments and the
principles of the Scriptures,
are right, and to deviate from
them will cause havoc if not
attended to. If you sow to the
wind,
you
reap
the
whirlwind... In light of this,
any cursory search of the
Bible
regarding

26) For this reason God gave them over and abandoned them to vile
affections and degrading passions. For their women exchanged their
natural function for an unnatural and abnormal one,
27) And the men also turned from natural relations with women and
were set ablaze (burning out, consumed) with lust for one another men committing shameful acts
with men and suffering in their
own bodies and personalities
the inevitable consequences
and penalty of their wrongdoing and going astray, which
was [their] fitting retribution.
Amazingly enough, and in
spite of all the evidence to the
contrary, there are clerics
today - false prophets, as it
were - who say the Bible does
not repudiate homosexuality.
When Jesus was threatening a
group of religious hypocrites,
and said to them it was going
to be worse for them than Sodom and Gomorrah, all those of the
Jewish culture understood and knew of the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah which was destroyed by “fire and brimstone” and why it
was destroyed. As Christians, should we suppose and can we believe
that all of a sudden, God has changed his perspective on
homosexuality as these false prophets would have us believe? Are we
that stupid? Remember, Jesus said in the last days it would be as the
days of Lot.
So, what was it like it the days of Lot? Homosexuality was
demanding and imposing itself upon the righteous to capitulate, to
yield, to give way to its predominance where Lot lived. Genesis 19:15 says,
1) It was evening when the two angels came to Sodom. Lot was sitting
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at Sodom’s
[city] gate.
S e e i n g
them, Lot
rose up to
meet them
and bowed
to
the
ground.

2) And he
said,
My
lords, turn
aside, I beg of you, into your servant’s house and spend the night and
bathe your feet. Then you can arise early and go on your way. But
they said, No, we will spend the night in the square.

comprise an “exit-only” passage. With repeated trauma, friction and
stretching, the sphincter loses its tone and its ability to maintain a
tight seal. Consequently anal sex leads to leakage of fecal material
that can easily become chronic.
“The potential for injury is exacerbated by the fact that the intestine
has only a single layer of cells separating it from highly vascular
tissue that is blood. Therefore any organisms that are introduced into
the rectum have a much easier time establishing a foothold for
infection than would in a vagina. The single layer tissue cannot
withstand the friction associated with penile penetration, resulting in
traumas that expose both participants to blood, organisms in feces,
and a mixing of bodily fluids.
“The vagina is the only part of mankind that is designed to receive the
components of an ejaculation safely. The anus is not and is subject to
an extraordinarily high infection rate.

3) [Lot] entreated and urged them greatly
until they yielded and [with him] entered his
house. And he made them a dinner [with
drinking] and had unleavened bread which
he baked, and they ate.

“The end result is that the fragility of the anus and
rectum, along with the immunosuppressive effect
of ejaculate, make anal-genital intercourse a most
efficient manner of transmitting HIV and other
infections.”

4) But before they lay down, the men of the
city of Sodom, both young and old, all the
men from every quarter, surrounded the
house.
5) And they called to Lot and said, Where are
the men who came to you tonight? Bring
them out to us, that we may know (be intimate
with) them.
‘Bring the men outside that we may know (be
intimate with) them...’ Jesus said
prophetically that in the last days the
homosexual community will demand their
lifestyle be accepted as a right in society. And
now we are even seeing homosexuality
bandied about as a “Civil Right” that should be guaranteed under the
Constitution similar to some of the rights being sought through the
modern “Civil
Rights Movement.” They are not the same, but be that as it may be,
the same Jesus condemned Sodom and Gomorrah for their lifestyle.
Physiologically speaking the male body is not designed to be
penetrated. Anal sex is the overwhelmingly practice for gay men.
Quoting from Dr. John Diggs an African American doctor who has
done extensive studies homosexuality:
“Yet human physiologically makes it clear that the body was not
designed to accommodate this activity (anal sex) the rectum is
significantly different from the vagina and with the regard to
suitability for penetration by a penis. The vagina has natural
lubricants and is supported by a network of muscles. It is composed
of mucus membrane with a multi-layer stratified squamous
epithelium that allows it to endure friction without damage and to
resist the immunological actions caused by semen and sperm. In
comparison, the anus is a delicate mechanism of small muscles that

“The only epidemiological studies to date on the
life spans of gay men have concluded that
homosexual and bisexual men lose up to 20 years
of life expectancy. The Health Risk of Gay Sex by
Dr. John Diggs Executive summary (i)
Sociologically speaking, the demand in our
present day for homosexual marriage is a threat to
the stability of our society, and without question, a
detriment to children. Laws enacted by congress
during a century of struggle for equal rights for
African Americans, were intended to eliminate
discrimination on the basis of race, not on the
basis of an individual’s sexual preference,
proclivity, or personal behavior. As Richard
Thompson Ford, a Stanford Law Professor has aptly stated,
“After all, traditional marriage isn’t just analogous to sex
discrimination - it is sex discrimination: Only men may marry
women, and only women may marry men. Same-sex marriage would
transform an institution that currently defines two distinctive sex
roles - husband and wife - by replacing those different halves with one
s e x neutral
role
spouse.
Sure, we
could call
t w o
married
m e n

Continued
Page 28
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“husbands” and two married
women “wives,” but the specific role
for each sex that now defines
marriage would be lost.”( SlateJurisprudence, The Law, The
Lawyers, and the court, Analogy
lesson, by Richard Thompson Ford)
Marriage between a man and a
woman, the fundamental building
block of all of societies, not just
ours, has stood the test of time for
millennia. Monogamy is what we
look for in the marriage institution.
Conversely 66% of homosexual
couples reported sex outside the
relationship within the first year and
90% after the first five years. Unlike their heterosexual counterparts,
43% of all gay men have had sex with over 500 different male
partners during their lifetime, 28% reported having over 1,000.(The
Heath Risk of Gay sex by Dr. John Diggs, Timothy Daily, A.P. Bell
and M.S. Weinburg, “The Study of male and female homosexuality’)
Children need both parents and both roles to be lived out before them
for their own healthy sexual orientation; to deviate from these norms
will dramatically increase flawed orientations, and ultimately
unnatural sexual preferences.
It is the male component in a heterosexual couple which brings
balance and determines much of the sexual identity of the child. I
believe it is also the male spiritually that is crucial in the orientation
process. I believe it is the father that speaks into the psyche of his
child and ensures their successful orientation. A young man is edified
by the affirmation and care of his father and the daughter is reminded
of her beauty and how special she is to her father. Both receive loving
hugs of admiration, not groping lustful touching by an imposing male
gratifying his sexual urges upon the innocent. Unfortunately in our
times, with the destruction of the African American nuclear family
unit, 70% of households in the African American community are
headed by a single parent, while historical data shows, Black children
were more likely to be raised by both parents during slavery than they
are
now.
(Single-Parent
families-Demographic
http://family.jrank.org/pages/1574/Single-Parent-Families-Demographic-Trends.html

(Cherlin, A. J. (2006), On Single Mothers “Doing” Family. Journal of
Marriage and Family, 68: 800-803. doi: 10.1111/j.17413737.2006.00294)
Biologically speaking, homosexuality violates secular natural law
“derived from the physical, biological, and behavioral laws of nature
as perceived by the
human intellect and
elaborated through
reason”
and
observation which,
simply
says:
Whether it be a
homosexual male
couple, or female,
neither couple can
procreate on their
own. Some other
process must be used

be it artificial insemination, surrogates, or
adoption.
Homosexuality is wrong but we must love
the homosexual unconditionally. Loving
them does not mean condoning their
actions and relinquishing our principles so
“we all can get along” leaving them in
delusion and further deteriorating our
society. Dr. King said it best in his address
in front of the Lincoln Memorial after the
Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom in 1957
when he stated,
“What we are witnessing today in so many northern communities is a
sort of quasi liberalism which is based on the principle of looking
sympathetically at all sides. It is a liberalism so bent on seeing all
sides that it fails to be committed to either side. It is a liberalism that
is so objectively analytical that it is not subjectively committed. It is
a liberalism which is neither hot nor cold.”
Martin’s reference to the lukewarm, ‘neither hot nor cold,’ is
extrapolated from the Book of Revelation’s account of the Laodicean
Church. Jesus said that they were neither hot nor cold and this
approach to the moral issues of their day made him disgustingly sick.
Some things are right and some things are wrong. Let us not lose our
nation over trying to make what is clearly wrong, sociably right...
“Right is right even if everyone is against it and wrong is wrong even
when everyone is for it.”
Rev. Dr. Clenard H. Childress, Jr., is the senior pastor of The New
Calvary Baptist Church in Montclair, NJ. He is the founder of the
website Blackgenocide.org and president of Life Education And
Resource Network, Northeast. LEARN is the largest AfricanAmerican pro-life group in the US. Rev. Childress is a leader in social
activism and partners with the Center For Bioethical Reform, taking
the Genocide Awareness Projects to college campuses around the
country. revchildressjr@aol.com; (973) 783-7150
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How To Get Business Credit
The term “business credit” can refer to a variety of things. For
instance, there are business credit cards, business credit lines,
business loans, and just plain ole business credibility. While
these are all different, really they are all the same. Essentially,
they all lead to money that you can borrow for your company’s
needs.
Getting access to business credit can either be really easy or
really hard; There is no real middle ground. It really all depends
on how old and profitable your company is. The older your
company and the more money you make, the easier it is to get
it. The younger your company and the less money you make,
the harder it is to get it.
With all that said, here are some proven ways to get business
credit:

1) Maintain Your Personal Credit
While there are ways around this, the average person can only
get access to business credit if he/she has good personal credit.
Conducting a credit check on your personal financials is
usually the only means that a banker has to determine whether
or not you are too risky for them. If your personal credit sucks,
fix it. It will be well worth your time - however long it takes!

2) Shop For Banks
Always remember that banks need you just as much as you
need them. Giving you access to credit creates revenue for
them. Therefore, if one bank turns you down - try another. In
your community, there are probably at least 25 different banks.
All of them have a different application process, all have them
have different criteria, but at the end of the day - they all want
to do business with you. FindABetterBank.com is a great tool
to find banks in your area.

3) Search Online
In addition to the banks in your local community, there are tons
more on the web. These virtual banks may have higher rates,
but they too are very desperate for your business. Many offer
business loans and business credit cards. Conduct extensive
research using Google, Yahoo, and business directories such as
www.Business.com.

4) Find a Broker
A broker is a person or company that can help you find the best
bank available. They can save you a lot of time and energy, and
may even bring opportunities to your attention that you
would’ve never found. Be careful about shady brokers who are
so desperate for your business that they will connect you with
loan sharks.

5) Attend Financial Seminars
If you’re aware of a financial seminar or workshop in your
area, make every effort to attend. What better way to be

educated
about the best
financial
options for
y o u r
c o m p a n y,
then to be
advised by a
local expert?
Usually these events are free to attend, and the person hosting
it is usually very knowledgeable about the best banks and
financial institutions to do business with. As always, doublecheck any references by doing your own research.

6) Attend Business Conferences
Every year, hundreds of business organizations and
publications host their own annual conferences. Most have
expos where companies such as banks can set up booths to
recruit new clients. This is a great opportunity for you to
inquire about their services, collect literature, and learn exactly
what you need to do to apply and be approved.

7) Read Business Magazines
Publications such as Forbes, Inc, Fast Company, Black
Enterprise, Hispanic Business, and even Business Week, report
regularly on the business credit and financing industries. They
often provide unique tips and techniques that can be used. Not
only can you benefit from the content from the articles within,
but you can also benefit from the advertisements (both display
and classified) that promote various opportunities.

8) Shop For Business Credit Cards
In addition to shopping for banks, you can also shop for credit
cards from banks that you don’t even belong to. If your own
bank won’t give you a card, that doesn’t necessarily mean that
others will also deny you. There are many to choose from, with
vary interest rates and rewards programs that can benefit your
business.
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Ima Jackson Shakes Her Roots
with Music Album Release
Music billed to inspire people of the Niger
Delta region to embrace dialogue.
An Ambassador Extraordinaire, Ima Jackson (Lady I), Writer,
Composer, Performing Artist and a top notch Programmer and
Broadcaster on “International Rhythm Train”, a weekly radio show on
WPUL 1590 AM in Florida, continues to shake her Roots and the
International community with music. Ima Jackson’s recently released
music album titled “HEAL THE LAND” has landed on the airwaves
and all media outlets around the world.

Divinely inspired to create “HEAL THE LAND” music, upon
reflections of her past and observances of the current situation in the
Niger Delta region of Nigeria, Ms. Jackson states that this music is a
compendium to heighten global awareness and help stimulate dialogue among the various factions at odds in the Niger
Delta region of Nigeria.
“HEAL THE LAND” music album which consists of 3 original songs featuring a combination of Reggae, African
Highlife and Nigerian country music, was written and composed by Ima Jackson. The first track on the album, “Heal
the Land” is a call to conscience for the global village to unite and resolve the deplorable conditions in the oil rich Delta
region. The second track “Niger Delta” which Ms. Jackson calls (My rainbow land of gold) is a prophetic message that
Niger Delta region will rise again. The third track, “It Takes a Village to Raise a Child” advocates that it takes great
minds alike with all the tools necessary to build and stabilize the community
and its inhabitants. This album was recorded at Idyl studio and supported by
some Akwa Ibom State musicians led by Lemmy Otu Jackson, the legendary
producer who has empowered many artists like Christiana Essien, King Sunny
Ade, Onyeka Onwenu, Victor Essiet, the Mandators, Majek Fashek, Oritz
Wiliki, Ras Kimono, Oliver De Coque and Alex O. to reach the pinnacle of
their careers.
“HEAL THE LAND” music CD has already received accolades from the
United States Civil, Religious and Governmental officials including a
Proclamation from Governor Charlie Crist of Florida. This album is available
now to fans in U.S.A, Europe, Japan, Mexico, UK, and around the world from
Tunecore music & video distribution and downloadable on ITunes and Amazon
mp3 online music CD stores. Download your copy today.

Contact information:
ImaJackson44@yahoo.com
Tunecore Music link: www.tunecore.com
Concert booking information, contact:
Lemmyjackson@yahoo.com
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Don’t Get It Twisted...
Mother’s Day Is Every Day
By William Jackson, M.Edu.
and Cheryl Williams, RN
JETI – Jackson Educational Technology
Instruction, Jacksonville, Florida
“Honor your father and mother, which is the first
commandment with promise:
that it may be well with you and you may live long on the
earth.”
[Ephesians 6:2, 3 NKJV]

down of family history, helping children to
understand their key roles and direction in life,
and teaching young girls how to be mothers,
provides of love,
peace makers,
intelligent,
brave, noble and
importantly how
to be Godly
women.

“We are in a culture that holds mothers to a maddening
standard of mythological perfection”. (Author Unknown)

In Solomon, 8:2
(KJ Version), it
is written that, “I
would lead thee,
and bring thee
into
my
mother’s house,
who
would
instruct
me”.
S o l o m o n
purported to be
the wisest man in the world honors his mother and recognizes her
instruction to him. Jesus respected his mother when she asked
him to turn water to wine at a wedding, John 2:3 (KJ Version).
Moses mother loved him so much that she sacrificed him to live
and was blessed to get him back as his mother, Exodus 1:1-8 (KJ
Version).

Mothers have the unique Blessings of God because God knew
that children needed to be nurtured, loved, and taught how to
be respectful, and how to pray. Children needed to be taken to
church, taught the importance of family, empathy,
accountability to their actions. Mothers are a child’s first
teacher of life. A mother has the responsibility to teach her
child or children how to care for family and friends, the
importance of education and notably their first introduction to
God. In a Mother’s wisdom, when they are not with their
children, God is the one who is watching over them, keeping
their babies out of danger and steering them clear of harm and
hurt.

The world celebrates mothers - women of honor and praises their
involvement in their child’s life and the children they support and
teach. Be aware that you are building tomorrow’s leaders, world
leaders in commerce, education, politics, industry, medicine,
science and other disciplines around the world. Please continue
to do what you are doing by giving children love and teaching
them to strive for success, helping your child to gain the
confidence in their abilities that they can conquer the world for
peace not violence. Children need to know that they can control
their lives with the choices that they make, and with your
guidance, love, advice and prayers have the freedom to make
good choices and decisions.

Mothers know they are the foundation of humanity; humanity
exists and prospers because Mothers are in control. Human
beings by our very nature need to be loved, recognized, and
disciplined. What better person than the mother who carried
you for 9 months or the mother who may not have carried you
and given birth to you, to take on that role and responsibility.

“The real religion of the world comes from women much more
than from men. Women who carry the key of our souls in their
bosoms, placed there by God because he knew mothers could
carry this power”. (Oliver Wendell Holmes)

The meaning of Mother’s Day cannot be defined by fancy
articulated words organized in a card, nor a floral arrangement
of flowers to display love, appreciation, thanks and Blessings.
The gestures given in the form of gifts, meals, hugs, kisses,
money, and other representations of affection by family shows
an emotion for that day and a few days beyond. Mother’s Day
is celebrated annually in May, but Don’t Get It Twisted Mother’s Day Is Every Day. Beginning as a well-established
tradition back to Philadelphia in 1907 “The City of Brotherly
Love”, and continues into the 21st century.

“A mother is not a person to lean on but a person to make
leaning unnecessary.”
(Dorothy Fisher)
Biblically it is written mothers play a key role in the
development of generations, not just in the bearing of children,
but in the einforcement of family traditions and values, passing

Men may think they run things, but they should Not Get It
Twisted, when a mother speaks and gets to praying we all stop
and listen. Mothers, grandmothers, aunts, mentors, surrogate
mothers, and those in your respective roles deserve honor,
respect, praise and love on your day and beyond.
Don’t Get It Twisted – Mothers Day Is Everyday
Honor your mothers, grandmothers, and others who raise
children that they did not birth, accepting the role as a mother.
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6 Steps to Ensure a Successful
Real Estate Transaction in
Any Market
Passively waiting for the right time to buy can cost you thousands of dollars and
the home of your dreams. Attempting to time the market is one sure-fire way to
miss the boat on your perfect house and/or the right investment opportunity that
comes along the way.
What are savvy real estate buyers doing now to uncover real estate opportunities?
Simply put, they are active. While they may not necessarily be buying, they are
actively researching listings, viewing homes, staying up-to-date on
Priscilla Johnson
market indicators and undertaking other proactive efforts to increase
Real Estate Professional
their chances of making the best purchase decision—whether that be
Jacksonville, Ponte Vedra Beach,
today, tomorrow or later this year.
Nocatee, Florida * (904) 553-2706
Consider the following steps to ensure a successful real estate
www.pjohnson.prudentialnetworkrealty.com
transaction in any sort of market:
Priscilla.johnson@prunet.com
1. Ensure Your Goals Are Realistic. Be sure you are clear on what you want to buy, and why. Is it an investment
property, a dream home or somewhere in between? As your criteria for that perfect home increases, you may have to
pay a little more to have your standards met. Be prepared to weigh possible cost savings versus quality of life benefits.
If an investment property, ensure you have cash flow in mind with an acceptable return on investment planned before
you buy.
2. Know the Properties. No matter the market conditions, continue to search for the right property and view listings in
person. Even if you are not ready to buy today, this will help you learn the market and the property available in your
price range. When the right opportunity comes along and the timing works, you’ll be best prepared to make an
educated rather than emotional decision.
3. Know Your Financing Options. Many buyers want to find the “perfect” home before having their credit pulled,
which can backfire when an offer is on the table and time is of the essence. It’s wise to get pre-approved for a loan
even before you view your first home, and to get a pre-approval letter in hand. Once approved, check in with your
lender every few weeks to see how your rate and program are doing.
4. Know the Market at All Times. Have a detailed talk with your agent about the current state of the market at the
onset of the relationship, and at regular intervals thereafter. Also discuss what can be foreseen up ahead. Your
REALTOR® will have his or her finger on the pulse of the changing landscape and, thus, is an invaluable resource. On
your own, locate information sources outside of mass media. Real estate markets follow basic fundamentals in the
same way stocks do, offering infinite analysis possibilities.
5. Have a Purchase Game Plan. While it’s certainly prudent to wait until you’re comfortable executing a property
purchase, it’s imperative to know, in specific terms, exactly what economic indicators are impacting your decision and
why. This will help it become crystal clear when it’s time to make your move, and you can then do so with confidence.
6. Understand the Timeline. While great deals are certainly abundant in today’s market, nobody said it would be easy
to land one for yourself. Particularly on short sales and foreclosures, be prepared for bidding wars, bank delays and
other challenges. Learn in advance the average timeline involved with each type of transaction based on prior 30 to 60day statistics, so that you may strategically plan your efforts.
For more tips on ensuring a successful real estate sale in today’s market, contact our office today.
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PS... It’s Really Good!
JUMBO BROWNIES
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Recipes
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Black Pride and Black Power
Personified in Business
There is a new spirit of Black Pride and Black Power exemplified in
our communities. It is the success of the Black Businesses mostly due
to their dedication and commitment to excellence. Blacks today are
rising to the top in every area of business from mortgage banking &
finance, real estate, accounting, law, medicine, investment, and retail.
There was a time when the only businesses owned and operated by
Blacks were funeral homes, beauty parlor, barber shops, and
restaurants. Times have changed and so have Blacks in business…but
not to the acclaim of many.
Success in business is important. Pride and Power are only two of
business success many accolades. Pride and Power are necessary in
every arena of success and every area of growth. It is debatable which
comes first - Pride or Power? Success in business producing Pride, or
success in business producing Power? Are we proud because we have
Power? Are we powerful because we have Pride?
The Power of Business ownership comes in having the ability to
control ones own destiny and financial future. When you accept a job,
you are given a salary. At the end of the year, you can add up your pay
stubs and yes, minus taxes, insurance and other deductions, your
employer was true to their word in the salary they offered you, despite
their increasing daily demands and extra workloads. This salary
determines the type of house you live in, the kind of car you drive, your
ability to educate your children, the caliber and quantity of your freetime, and how well you can support your church – among other thing.
The Power of Business ownership allows you to chart your own
financial path. If your mind can conceive it, business ownership
supplies a mean to achieve it. There is power in having a choice, having
freedom of expression, having ambition, and having control over your
life. You are the Boss.
The Pride of Business ownership comes mostly from its fruits. When
you look back over the countless extra hours you have worked and see
what you have built, the people you have employed and helped, and
how in your own little way you have made a difference in this world.
That’s the Pride of Business ownership.
Those who elect to accept the challenges of business ownership are
special. These people have not taken the easy way, instead, their path is
one that is criticized and ostracized. I have been self-employed all of
my adult life, and because of it, I have been somewhat of an outcast
even in my own family. I don’t know if it is because people can’t
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understand why anyone educated would volunteer to ride the roller
coaster of feast-or-famine, or maybe others see your self-employment
as a mirror held up to them reflecting their neglected ambitions.
Regardless, instead of gravitating around our business leaders, as
Blacks, we far too often shun them.
The Program Success Magazine presents between 65 to 70 Black
owned businesses in each monthly edition. These are successful
businesses that are worthy of our support. They have sacrificed and
invested in their businesses so to offer the highest quality of service
and the very best of products to their customers. These are businesses
that can hire and inspire our youth, and allow them future support for
their families that will ensure a productive Black community in the
years to come.
Society has taught many of us to reject those whose abilities can
advance us when in other communities, the same type of individuals
are championed. How do you feel when you open the Program
Success Magazine and see the faces of Black men and women, young
and old, running their own business? Some refuse to even open and
read the magazine because of negative societal conditioning. We must
move forward as a community - realizing all will not come at first,
some not at all, but many will respond to the call of unity and the selfpreservation of the Black community. In order to be viable as a
people, we must support our Business Leaders.
Stop by their shops. Buy from them. Call and encourage them. If you
are considering starting your own business, consult them. I remember
over the 19-year period we have been publishing the Christian Reader
Newspaper and Program Success Magazine, almost 2 dozen other
Black newspapers and magazine was started. Not one consulted nor
referenced me as an established publication. I could have shared some
of the ups and downs of being in the business, and maybe even
provided some guidance around pitfalls. I could have shared my
mistakes and countless loses. Needless to say, none of these new
publications are around to date.
I am proud of the businesses we are blessed to present to you each
month. I know of the power they possess to make great changes in the
lives of other. These businesses are making a difference today. These
businesses say to the world that as Black people – we can win, and
we will win. These businesses exist for you and because of you. Let’s
give them the support they need. They are worthy of it. Let bring back
both – Black Pride and Black Power.

